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holiday period with our Cricket Nets as well. Thank 
you to our local member Jodi McKay and the Com-
munity Builders Grants Team.  I want to thank a 
range of people who make our school the success 
it is and who make my job so much easier. School is 
primarily about teaching in the classroom and I want 
to publicly thank our teachers, permanent, tempo-
rary and casual, for being such outstanding profes-
sionals, always having courage, and being prepared 
to dig deeper than at any other school I have ever 
seen.  

I would like to thank Ms Juska and her adept team 
of Year Advisers that I had the honour of work-
ing closely with this year. We must congratulate 
Mrs Kumaralingam and Mr Lee for their support 
of Year 7 during their transitional year from pri-

mary school. Mr Burke and Ms Brown continue to 
do a sterling job with Year 8 and are moulding them 
into a cohort that is ready to begin Stage 5 next year. 
Mr Abbou and Ms Laksmipathy have been tireless 
in their efforts in their role as Year 9 Advisors and 
we saw their year group produce some tremendous 
results in the Numeracy NAPLAN tests. They con-
tinue to strive to develop an academic and harmoni-
ous year group. Ms Su and Mrs Zammit have worked 
closely with Year 10 during their year of introduction 
to the ROSA credential. I am pleased to say that 99% 
of our students were eligible for the Year 10 ROSA. 
Mrs Altundag and Mr Carrozza have crafted Year 11 
into fine leaders in our school and Mr Koff and Mr 
Madyski can finally put their feet up and look for-
ward to the Year 12 results in their final year. Con-
gratulations all on your fine efforts. To Mr Koff and 
Mr Madyski, we farewell them as Year 12 Advisors 
2016 and thank them for their six year commitment 
to this year group. They will leave a big gap of ex-
perience in our wellbeing team but their year group 
and the rest of the team have benefited greatly from 
their wealth of knowledge. It was a fitting testament 
to them the way in which Year 12 paid their respects 
to them at the end of Term 3.

To the teaching and especially the school 
executive team, I thank you sincerely 
for your amazing dedication throughout 
2016 and ask only this of each of you that 
which we ask of our students – to contin-

ue to deliver your personal best throughout 2017.  I 
am very lucky to have a terrific team of ancillary staff 
to work to work with as Principal. Mrs Reardon and 
her team provide me with excellent support every 
day of the year and they cope with extreme pressure 
on a daily basis. Without them we would not be
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It’s hard to believe that the year 2016 is already 
drawing to a close. It only seems like yesterday 
that I was writing my submission for the School 
Magazine 2015.  It has been quite a diverse and 
busy year for all of us incorporating the many 

changes that have occurred throughout the year. 
As always our teaching staff moved our students 
through another successful year of learning.  2016 
has been another incredibly successful year for our 
school. The inclusion of the school as a finalist in the 
Premier’s Awards for improvements in NAPLAN was 
a real highlight for the school community. Plans and 
programs are well underway and will continue into 
2017 to continue this success.  Homebush Boys High 
School proves every year with our results that your 
background does not pre determine your future. In 
fact we are one of the most successful boys schools 
in NSW. In both 2014 and 2015 80% of our year 12 
boys were offered a university position.  However, 
HSC scores though, are not the sole point of what 
you have to achieve at school.  I am proud to report 
that our combined orchestra who perform regularly, 
the Symphonia Jubilate is the envy of many schools 
and I am pleased to say also embodies the links be-
tween us and our sister school, Strathfield Girls High 
School which I value so highly.  

We continued our success in the 
field of the arts with once again 
4 students being selected for 
Art Express 2015.  Our school 
under went three different forms 

of audit in 2016 and I am pleased to report that we 
were successful and complimented on our Schools 
Excellence Framework Validation, Our Internation-
al Students program and our Vocational Education 
and Training audit.  Our school budget has improved 
once again this year and we were able to improve 
our back oval with the aid of a Community Builders 
grant and the same will be occurring I hope over the



able to achieve the things we have.  I would like to 
thank our ever supportive Head Teachers for their 
continued efforts during 2016. Without their sup-
port, this year would not have run so smoothly. To 
Mrs. Shadwick, Mr. Prasad, Mr. Sculthorpe and Mr. 
Khurshed I thank them for their outstanding work as 
Deputy Principals this year. I congratulate and thank 
you for your endless energy and superb profes-
sionalism. Your support of me in this role has been 
smooth and seamless.  You all have risen to the chal-
lenges with ease and have demonstrated the sort of 
professionalism and intelligence that will continue to 
see this school forge ahead in the future. 

To our new School Captains, Vice Cap-
tains and student representatives I look 
forward to our working together in 2017 
and thank you for your efforts this year. 
I would also like to pay special tribute to 

our 2016 Captains and Leaders for the outstanding 
way they have represented our school throughout 
the year at many official functions.  To our School 
Council and the P&C and our fantastic community 
supporters and sponsors thank you so much for 
your continued faith in the work we are doing at this 
school. My special thanks go to our parents and to 
our wonderful staff for the role you have played in 
the development of our students. At this point in the 
year it is appropriate for me to farewell members of 
staff who will leave us at the end of the year.  One 
of the sad things that occur at the end of the year is 
that, for a range of reasons, people move on from 
one school to another. Sometimes that’s the result 
of a well-deserved promotion, occasionally it’s a 
transfer related to family life or personal reasons.  
On other occasions though it is to do with retire-
ment. That always brings with it a sense of mixed 
feelings because we say farewell to people who have 
given so much to our school and our profession, but 
at the same time it’s a happy occasion as individu-
als move on to another exciting phase in their life. 
This year we say farewell to five important people.  
They have all made a significant contribution to our 
school.  Mr Paul Koff has been a wonderful teacher 
in our English Faculty for over 20 years and has also 
been an incredibly dedicated Year Adviser for the 
past six years and I believe this is his second round 
as Year Adviser.Mr Koff will retire on Australia Day 
2017. Paul, we wish you all the best.  Ms Pam Vine, 
our Teacher Librarian and Head Teacher Administra-
tion will also finish working with us at the end of this 
term. Pam will be taking some well- earned LSL in 
Term 1 next year and then retire at Easter.

We thank Pam for her work in the Library and with 
all things of an administrative nature. She is a pow-
erhouse and will be missed greatly.  Mr Alan Everett, 
our Head Teacher Science has also chosen to retire 
at the end of this year. Last month I formally fare-
welled Alan at his Retirement Dinner and issued him 
with his Service medal. I thanked Alan for over 30 
years’ service with the department and much of it 
has been spent with us at HBHS guiding and lead-
ing one of our most popular and successful faculties. 
Congratulations Alan.  Mr Kim Attwood, our Head 
Teacher Creative Arts is also choosing the path of 
retirement. Kim has worked in a variety of inner city 
schools as Head Teacher and his contribution to 
HBHS will be remembered fondly. Kim has always 
been a tremendous promoter of the school through 
his tireless work with the Bush Bulletin. Thank you 
Kim and good luck with the next chapter of your life. 

I have left one person to last. It is one thing to lose 
classroom teachers and support staff, but it is 
something more to lose a member of the Senior 
Executive team.  Mr Kamie Khurshed has been 
the Deputy Principal at our school since 2000. 

He has been a teacher a leader, who has always 
brought a great deal of commitment, intellect, skill 
and common sense to the job. He has contributed 
to this school in too many ways to list here, within 
and beyond the Deputy role. We will miss his en-
thusiasm for his work and his passion for the well- 
being of every student, both of which have been the 
hallmarks of a wonderful career.  The contributions 
of these people to this school have been extensive 
and I have valued their professionalism, determina-
tion and sheer hard work for our school. The lives of 
many young people in the HBHS community have 
been touched by them and I thank them for their 
work and wish them the very best for the future.  
Some staff members prefer me not to mention their 
departure and I respect their wishes. But please 
note I warmly and respectfully farewell you from our 
school. 

Finally to Ms Phirum De Michiel, I thank you 
for your efforts in coordinating the produc-
tion of this significant thread of Homebush 
Boys High School history.

		  Yours in Education,

		  John G Kennedy, Principal 
		  BA Dip Ed (UNSW), MEd Lead (UWS)
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DEPUTY PRINCIPAL’s Report 
Mrs Shadwick | Relieving Deputy Principal Teaching & Learning.

To quote the famous Nelson Mandela, “Education is the most important weapon you can use to change the 
world.” A good education can change anyone. A good teacher can change everything. Our school motto “Recte 
Et Fortiter” or “Upright and Strong” was seen in many facets of staff and student life in the last 12 months.
2016 was a year of many new challenges in the Deputy’s Office. Term 1 saw Mr Sculthorpe and myself “steer-
ing the ship” while Ms Dwyer was enjoying a change of pace and new educational challenges at EPAC and Mr 
Khurhsed  was recovering from taking ill during the previous Christmas break. Mr Sculthorpe continued in his 
role as Relieving Deputy Principal (Teaching & Learning) in Semester 1 and handed the baton over to Mr Prasad 
in Semester 2, while I continued to relieve as Deputy Principal (Curriculum & Welfare) during Mr Khurshed’s 
absence and Mr Prasad’s long service leave.

2016 saw new staff professional development practices which allowed staff to set professional goals within our 
3 school targets of 
•  Creating learning partnerships within and beyond the school 
•  Ensuring dynamic, effective teaching for every student in every setting
•  Embedding a school culture of inclusivity and excellence.

Staff were encouraged to work within the above targets to support student and curriculum needs. Peer lesson 
observations were an integral of the new 2016 professional development practices and staff welcomed the 
opportunity to open their classrooms to their colleagues and have professional dialogue with fellow teachers 
to help further support the academic and wellbeing needs of all students.  Below is a snapshot of the Execu-
tive Summary presented on September 13- our External Validation Day.  May I please take this opportunity to 
thank Mr Kennedy, Mr Sculthorpe, Mr Pisani and Ms Vine for all their efforts as members of the School Excel-
lence Framework validation team?

LEARNING
One of the focal points of Homebush Boys High School is its very strong learning culture. There are high levels 
of student, staff and community engagement underpinning a productive learning environment. Homebush 
Boys High school provide an extensive  curriculum choice with a wide range of learning experiences (including 
co-curricular activities) that align with the School’s values, vision and priorities. All staff have been exposed to 
professional learning on the implementation of differentiation processes in teaching and learning programs. 
Students with learning needs and well-being needs are identified by the Learning Support Team who reviews 
a range of data to make informed decisions on individual student needs.  Homebush Boys High school identi-
fies and practises a Positive Behaviours Model called the Safety Learning and Respect matrix (SLR). This whole 
school Wellbeing approach defines behavioural expectations and creates a positive teaching and learning en-
vironment within the school grounds, on the sporting fields and in the local community. Homebush Boys High 
school has placed great emphasis on student led sport, community and extra-curricular initiatives and this has 
led to students having a greater sense of belonging and connection with their school and a sense of wellbeing 
and connection with others and he wider community.  Homebush Boys High School has been recognised for its 
excellent levels of achievement in Student Performance Measures, particularly in HSC and value-added data. 
This is evident in the average results compared to state at all levels of achievement.  This is also true when 
comparisons are made to the Similar Schools Group (SSG).  It is further highlighted through data which indi-
cated that over 75% of students received either band 5 or 6 results in at least two HSC subjects in 2015. Fur-
thermore, the 2015 Trend NAPLAN Year 9 student Data in Writing, Spelling and Numeracy shows higher than 
expected growth across the whole cohort. There is recognition that more needs to be done to ensure that high 
potential learners achieve greater success and steps have been taken to make progress in this area. In the area 
of Assessment and Reporting, the School has explicit reporting practices delivered through the Quality Assess-
ment and reporting Team. These practices have resulted in quality comprehensive student reports that guide 
students and parents towards higher future performances within an academic, social development and com-
mitment to learning profile.   Structures such as the effective subject selection processes for seniors facilitate 
appropriate course choices and support the provision of a broad relevant curriculum with high expectations.  
The introduction of structured transition program for Year 6 into Year 7 provide an excellent induction into the 
positive culture of the School through curriculum offerings including Tough Guise thus building resilience to 
develop strong upright citizen and support students at risk of disengagement from school. These
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practices give an insight into curriculum and learning culture at Homebush Boys High school.

TEACHING
A concerted effort has been made in recent years to ensure that effective professional learning and develop-
ment is undertaken to ensure effective classroom practice across the entire school while also meeting the 
individual needs of staff. The implementation of working Teams ensures that decision making is spread across 
all staff and collaborative practices ensure that projects support teacher learning and strengthen the delivery 
of exciting curriculum and teaching practices.  The School Leadership team builds the capacity of staff through 
the implementation, monitoring, review and evaluation of Individual Professional Development Plans and 
school identified needs such as engaging with the Australian Professional Standards for Teachers and cur-
rent Teacher Accreditation requirements.  Staff use peer feedback through the Quality Teaching Rounds and 
post lesson observation discussions to improve teaching practices. The teaching staff at Homebush Boys High 
School are very professional and dedicated to ensuring professional standards are high. Many staff dedicate 
many hours beyond their classroom to provide extra learning opportunities for students, through extra-curricu-
lar initiatives, overnight camps and excursions. A number of staff are working through the necessary framework 
to reach high level accreditation. Head Teachers are committed to ensuring that all staff endeavour to improve 
their course knowledge and teaching practices through the Professional Development Plan structure where 
the collaborative nature of goal setting and reflection on teaching practice is supported by school funding and 
professional development.  Student assessment data, NAPLAN analysis, annual HSC reviews, SMART data is 
used by all staff to reflect on teaching and learning programs and has given capacity for the School Leadership 
team to plan for future programs. Data skills are used to highlight areas of student needs and growth as identi-
fied in the School Plan in Strategic Direction 2 where “an ethos of high challenge, high support underpins all 
teaching, with consistently high quality assessment practices, catering for the full range of students, integrated 
into the teaching and learning cycle”.

LEADING 
Homebush Boys High School is fortunate to have such an experienced and capable leadership team who are 
able to work collaboratively and effectively to foster a school-wide culture of high expectations and a sense of 
student worth as students engage with their own learning, development and success. Consultation within the 
school and the community was elicited before the completion of the School Plan, illustrating our commitment 
to effective planning, implementation and reporting.  The School Leadership team has provided platforms for 
teachers to take on leadership opportunities as outlined in the School Plan and evident in much of the Profes-
sional Learning under School Resources, especially in the areas of VET study. The School realised that to suc-
cessfully implement and lead new and current VET courses, staff leadership and professional development was 
paramount to meet the changing needs and demands of our student clientele.   Additionally, both RAM and 
Gonski funding is utilised effectively to target other school priorities and support students most at need. The 
employment of a Korean Liaison Officer has proven a highly effective use of resources to support our Korean 
student population and provide the link between our Korean speaking parents and the School. The decision 
to allocate teaching staff to ensure a wide curriculum is on offer further highlights the effective use of school 
funding. The effective sharing of our school grounds with sporting, religious and other groups also allows the 
school to generate extra funding.  The experience of the Leadership Team has allowed for the development of 
management practices and processes which allows for time to be spent most effectively on fulfilling strategic 
directions in the School Plan. All members of the school community –staff, students and parents are regularly 
informed about progress and asked for feedback through publications such as Daily Announcements, Bush Bul-
letin, Message U notifications and Website information.

Homebush Boys High School has highly effective and streamlined administrative structures which inform and 
communicate with our school community, thus involving all members to participate in the growth and future 
planning of the School. We believe that Homebush Boys High School is providing quality education and meet-
ing the needs of all it students. Homebush Boys High School caters for the whole student and produces well 
rounded and upstanding young men.  As we look forward to 2017, I remember the words of the great John 
Lennon, “A dream you dream alone is only a dream. A dream you dream together is reality.”  I dream that all 
students bounce out of bed each morning and embrace all that Homebush Boys has to offer. As staff, together 
we all have the same dream. According to John Lennon, this must be reality!  Thank you to Mr Kennedy for 
giving me the opportunity to relieve as Deputy Principal in 2016. Thank you to staff, students and parents for 
supporting me and making my job a lot easier, thoroughly challenging and enjoyable.



ENGLISH by MS. Gyan Sahay

Public Speaking Matters  |  Let the Speeches begin!

On the 24th of March, 
a handful of Home-
bush Boys students 
took part in the All 
Boys John Symonds 

Public Speaking competition. This 
annual event encourages students 
to put forward their skills of en-
gaging with an audience, present-
ing ideas and personal insights 
based on nominated topics.  Stu-
dents ranged from year seven to 
twelve, with all sharing an inter-
est in taking up the stage to have 
a say. It was truly astounding to 
see the quality and originality of 
each presentation with many put-
ting their own imaginative spin 
on the given topics. Although it 
was my last year being a part of 
this competition, I was delighted 
to see the enthusiasm of the year 
sevens taking up the challenge, 
hopefully the first of many com-
petitions they take part in. And 
whilst awards had to be given, all 
participants on the day have to 
be commended for their efforts in 
participating in this event. A huge 
thank you has to be given out to 
Mrs Sahay for organising and con-
tinuing this annual competition.

And to the students, who are 
reading this and considering, do 
sign up next year. Give it a shot 
because you never know what 
could happen and you may very 
well surprise yourself in what you 
accomplish.

Adam Yoon Yr 12 
Legacy Local Finals 
On Wednesday the 
third of August, 
Samuel Livingston 

and I, Tobias Buckley were ac-
companied by Mrs Sahay to 
attend the Local Finals of Legacy 
Public Speaking competition held 
at Marrickville High School. De-
spite the torrential rain, Samuel 
presented an amazing speech on 
Building Fences. I gave a spellbind-
ing speech on Climate Change. 
The impromptu topic, “If I had a 
choice to have dinner with some-
one famous, I would choose….,” 
opened the forum to include a 
range of famous and powerful per-
sonalities ranging from Presidents 
to Pop groups.  I chose to invite all 
the speakers in the room as they 
were most suited to address prob-
lems we face in society today and 
will face in the future.  I was

one of the three winners of the 
competition which included 15 
contestants will be taking part in 
the Regionals on 19th August at 
The Arts Unit in Lewisham. This 
has been an exciting experience 
for me. I encourage you all to take 
advantage of opportunities that 
come along. 

Tobias Buckley, Region-
al Finals, After heated 
competition which in-
volved a lot of pres-
tigious schools, Tobias 

was knocked out of the Regional 
finals. A lot of research and prac-
tice is needed to take part in com-
petitions. I would like to extend my 
gratitude to all the parents, teach-
ers and students who encourage 
our boys to take part in Public 
speaking. It is an amazing experi-
ence which gives them confidence 
to face life long challenges. A huge 
thank you to John Symond for 
sponsoring the annual Plain Eng-
lish Public Speaking for the last 15 
years or so. A huge thank you to 
all parents and teachers who help 
keep such events on the school 
calendar. 
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HISTORY by Peter Wilson (Head Teacher History)

In 2016 the history faculty at Homebush Boys has continued to deliver 
high quality history programs in this area of the curriculum,

That we believe is so im-
portant in the develop-
ment of young people 
on their journey to 
becoming active citi-

zens engaged in Australian demo-
cratic processes. In recent years 
politicians, academics and media 
agencies have all expressed opin-
ions on the type of history that 
should be taught within Australian 
classrooms. From these disputes 
one fact becomes clear: History 
is important. Our students must 
become ‘historical’ and not ‘ahis-
torical’ people, developing an un-
derstanding of their own lives and 
community within the greater nar-
ratives of World and Australian 
history. It is important to have an 
understanding of the past, in order 
to have an opinion in the present 
and to play a part, however small, 
in shaping the future. The history 
faculty believes that our subject is 
important in developing a young 
man for informed citizenship, 
however, it is equally important to 
care for the wellbeing of students 
and support and care for students 
is always at the heart of our daily 
work.

Results in the history 
courses in the HSC were 
commendable in 2015. 
In Ancient History the 
school average HSC 

result was the same as the state 
average (68.8%).  Ancient history 
students and their teachers should 
be commended for the excellent 
results of our Band 6 students: 
Panayioti Constanti (95%) and 
Hamed Gaznawi (92%). In Modern 
History the value-added data was 
very positive, indicating excellent-
pedagogical practices amongst the 
teachers. The school average HSC 
result was above the state average 
– 75.9% compared to 72.6%.

Several students should be com-
mended for their excellent results: 
Keshaven Kiritharan (93%), Jason 
Mulya (89%) and Shankaran Kiri-
tharan (89%). 35.5% of the cohort 
in Modern History attained band 
5/6 results. 

Students have had the op-
portunity to be involved 
in many and varied ac-
tivities in 2016. Year 8 
participated in James 

Adams’ Middle Ages program, 
that featured a display of medieval 
weaponry. Year 9 was the enthu-
siastic audience for a drama pro-
duction Killin’ the Kaiser on World 
War I. Year 10 attended a drama on 
entitled Referendum, which was a 
one man show performed by Brett 
Hunt. Senior students in Modern 
and Ancient history and History Ex-
tension attended HSC Study days 
at Sydney and Macquarie Univer-
sities. History Elective went to the 
Jewish museum to study their fas-
cinating display on the history of 
Jewish people in Australia and met 
a Holocaust survivor.  The history 
faculty experienced some staff-
ing changes during 2016. Whilst 
Mr. Wilson was on extended leave 
Ms. Budanovic performed a ster-
ling job as relieving head teacher, 
Ms. Caramancion, Mrs. Degney 
and Mrs. Symonds are specialty 
history teachers who have contin-
ued as outstanding contributors 
within the faculty and in a range of 
whole-school activities.

which we will use to program during 2017, in 
preparation for implementation for the Year 11 

          cohort of 2018.

We were also lucky to have had 
Ms. Yong return to our school in 
Term 3, bringing with her experi-
ences developed during her time 
working for the Department of 
Education in Distance Education. 
The history staff is extremely lucky 
to have wonderful casual history 
teachers who can provide excel-
lent lessons if we need to take 
leave. In particular the enthusias-
tic contributions of Ms. Ramirez 
and Mr. Tennyson have been very 
much appreciated. 

The faculty is looking 
forward to another suc-
cessful year in 2017. 
There will be two class-
es of Modern History 

and two classes of Ancient History 
in Year 12, as well as a History Ex-
tension class. In Year 11, there will 
be three classes of Modern His-
tory and one class of Ancient His-
tory. A most enthusiastic class of 
History Elective will continue into 
year 10. Evaluations and modifica-
tion of teaching programs for the 
Australian Curriculum in History 
7-10 will continue into 2017. It 
will be an interesting and challeng-
ing year for History teachers, as 
we will be receiving the brand new 
syllabus documents for Modern 
History, Ancient History and His-
tory Extension from BOSTES early 
in the New Year,
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CREATIVE & 
PERFORMING ARTS
Another year has come and gone, however we can look back on a very successful 2016 in Visual Arts and Music. 
Students have again achieved high standards of excellence in the creative and performing arts. The CAPA faculty 
continues to offer a variety of activities and excursions that look to inspire and challenge the students in provid     
                                                                   ing with a quality education at Homebush BHS. There have been many 
                                                                            opportunities for students to develop and improve their technical 
					                            skills and understanding within the creative and performing
                                                                                              arts with some excellent visiting musicians along with

                                                                                                    practical workshops with art tutors that have capti-
                                                                                                         vated the students with their expertise and per-
                                                   					          formances.  Students in Visual Arts have again 
			                                                                             recorded some excellent achievements. In 
									         Visual Arts Yr 12 students have again had
									           their Bodies of Work on display at the 

									             Strathfield HSC Showcase with a number 
									         of other schools in the area. Yr 9 students 
								                    James Smith and Leon Burfield had their art-
								                 works on display at the Operation Art exhib-	
								            tion at the Art Gallery of NSW, James’ artwork 
				                                                           was also selected for the Secondary Schools ANSTO 
							              award, which is a fantastic achievement. We again had 
							       success this year with Scott Sun and Victor Zhang also 
							       having their artworks selected for next year’s exhibition. 
						      Our school continues to be successful in this exhibition where stu-
					     dent work has been selected for the exhibition at the Art Gallery of NSW

 and also for the permanent collections at hospitals across NSW.

Kim Isgro-Attwood  |  Head Teacher Creative and Performing Arts.

O
ur Symphony Jubilate orchestra has developed a strong reputation across the region. Orchestra 
leader Ms Tracy Burjan who is a highly accomplished musician continues to develop and foster the 
students’ musical talents. The success of the orchestra is also attributed to some dedicated and sup-
portive parents that play with the orchestra along with staff members Mr Callum Alexander have 
given much of his time and support to the students. There have been many fine performances during 

the year, where our school orchestra has played at various venues in the region. The orchestra since combining 
with Strathfield Girls High School and Concord High School has gone e from strength to strength.
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O
ur annual Recital Night concert and Visual Arts exhibition was again held in the School Hall in 
June. The evening started with a display of some excellent artworks from Yr7-11 students that 
showcased the many talents of our Visual Arts students. This was then preceded with a variety 
of talented solo and group performances that ranged from piano solos, electric guitar solo, viola 
solo, guitar duet, guitar ensemble and the Yr 10 and Yr11 Elective Music class bands.

T
he annual Year 12 CAPA night that included Music and Visual Arts was again a very successful 
event highlighting the many talented students within the creative and performing arts in the 
school. Parents, friends, staff and teaching colleagues from our school region attended to see a 
fantastic selec¬tion of artworks from the Visual Arts students as well as some outstanding musical 
performances from the Music students. Mr Kim Attwood and Ms Audrey Juska were the Visual Arts 

teachers and Mr Callum Alexander was the Music teacher, that were, in charge of the Y12 classes this year. 
Both teachers and students have put in a lot of time to ensure all students achieved their full potential in their 
respective subjects. We now hope all the hard work they have put in, will hopefully come to fruition when they 
get their final marks for the HSC at the end of the year. 

T
he CAPA faculty looks to continually challenge the students to attain their personal best in the arts 
by reviewing and evaluating programs along with their own professional practice. The success the 
students achieved this year has been the result of the dedication and passion of the creative and 
performing arts staff and I would like to acknowledge the fantastic efforts from Callum Alexander, 
Audrey Juska, Anthony Letsios, Brent Egan and Tracey Burjan for their enthusiasm and commit-

ment to provide a quality education for the students at Homebush BHS. 

A
s this is my last year of teaching Visual Arts at Homebush Boys High School I’d like to take 
this opportunity to thank our fantastic office staff who have always been accommodating to 
the needs of our faculty and the Principal Mr Kennedy for his continual support of the Arts 
in our school. And finally to the members of the Creative and Performing Arts faculty that 
have supported me in my role as the head teacher and have always acted in a professional 

and collegial manner to ensure that our school maintains the strong reputation it has not just within the region 
but across the state.
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Term 1 was a time to engage and inspire 
students. We were fortunate to avail our-

selves of some major Career Programs

Year 12 visited Western 
Sydney Career Expo. A 
very positive and con-
structive experience 
for all and the input 

received from the boys was very 
rewarding.  Term 2 we continued 
to hit the ground running hosting 
Career Workshops for Year 9 and 
10.  In the Career Workshops we 
cover concepts such as Subject 
Selection a very big focal point for 
Year 10, research careers – what 
they involve the requirements 
for getting into these fields and 
labour markets. We also practise 
important skills that the students 
need to further develop such as 
Employability Skills, Letter Writ-
ing, Resume Writing and of course 
Mock Interviews. During Term 
2, I had also organised a number 
of speakers from Tertiary Institu-
tions, such as Universities and 
TAFE, the Forces (Defence and 
Police), Businesses (Employment 
Agencies and Apprenticeship Cen-
tres) and once again students were 
given the opportunity to explore 
their career paths further. As both 
the HSC Trials and HSC were ap-
proaching for our Year 12 cohort 
it meant that they quickly became 
our top priority and focus in Term 
3. This meant a lot of collaboration 
and communication between the 
Learning Support Team, our Year 
12 (dad) Mr Koff and the Senior 
Executive who were all on board 
to support our boys in whatever 
way possible, and the boys and I 
are grateful for their ongoing com-
mitment in facilitating them reach 
their potential. Our boys applied 
for a number of schemes such 
as Educational Access Schemes, 
Scholarships, UNSW Co-op Schol-
arships (Actuarial Studies, Com-
merce and Commerce), Early Entry 
and Schools Recommendations 
Schemes just to name a few. We 
finished this term on a high whilst 
conducting the Mock Interviews

CAREERS
for them which the boys found 
very helpful. Some examples of 
early achievements are Adam Yoon 
and Jacob Shigelski who have the 
pleasure of choosing which early 
offer they will accept. Best wishes 
to Year 12 with their upcoming re-
sults and future pursuits.

We have now en-
tered into Term 
4, where one 
might think 
that you start 

to wind down; on the contrary, it 
continues to be busy. Year 9 and 
10 have continued to enrol in 
short TAFE Courses such as Au-
tomotive, Landscaping, Building, 
Café, Carpentry, Plumbing and 
many others. These courses are 
designed to engage students and 
provide a link to the workforce. 
The activities are hands-on and 
the students are challenged as 
they are in an Adult Learning En-
vironment, gain a lot of invaluable 
skills and most importantly find it 
very rewarding. Likewise, I need to 
acknowledge the contributions of 
our Relieving Deputy of Teaching 
and Learning, Mr Sid Prasad who 
delivers the White Card, which is 
an essential requirement for many 
of our students. One must never 
underestimate the value of Work 
Experience as the students gain 
insightful knowledge and experi 
ence about themselves and their 
choices for their future career

paths. Many of our students have 
embraced this connection with 
the workplace environment. I 
have worked closely with some of 
my colleagues such as Mr Halkidis, 
Mr Carrozza, Mrs Edwards, Mrs 
Altundag and Mrs Shadwick to 
support our students in this area. 
There have been many success 
stories which have been really 
gratifying for all parties involved.

Congratulations to 
Menan Kannathasan 
of Year 11 who was 
awarded the Most 
Outstanding Year 11 

Award. He will receive a $20,000 
conditional Academic Excellence 
Scholarship, a guaranteed course 
offer to study at Western Sydney 
University (WSU) and a $500 
study grant to assist with the costs 
of study in 2017. Menan will also 
receive a guaranteed place in The 
Academy at WSU, a leadership 
school and the first of its kind in 
Australia. My slant to Career Edu-
cation is that it is an integral part 
of the Curriculum and should be 
treated holistically. Great busi-
nesses aren’t born overnight. In-
stead, they require consistent, 
committed effort to succeed. “The 
tragedy in life doesn’t lie in not 
reaching your goal. The tragedy 
lies in having no goal to reach.”–
Benjamin Mays. I leave you with 
some experiences of our students.

MS. Georgia Anton



My experiences offered by attending 
various career expositions and inter-
views enhanced my understanding 
about future career opportunities & 
improved my knowledge about the 
numerous, distinctive fields available 
to choose from. The “Western Sydney 
Career Expo” was the most interesting 
& helpful of them all by providing a 
central branch covering all the ques-
tions required regarding different uni-
versities, course offers & alternative 
pathways to achieve future study-
orientated objectives. It consisted 
of several of the major universities, 
comprising of- UNSW, USYD, and 
UTS, UWS, ACU, MACQUARIE and 
much more. Incursions at school such 
as the “UTS In-Search Program” also 
assisted in the process of determin-
ing university selections by explaining 
& discussing the numerous opportu-
nities available for high-school stu-
dents. I discovered a variety of alter-
native pathways available, depending 
on the individual student’s potentials 
and attributes. The handouts provid-
ed were well structured and outlined 
all the major criteria necessary regard-
ing university selections and courses. 
Finally, as important as it is to attend 
these career expositions both inter-
nally and externally, it is vital that 
you personally attend university open 
days & participate in work experience 
as they are invaluable programs and 
are really appreciative of Mrs Anton’s 

support.    by Kevin Kadamani

Josie CAFÉ TAFE Teacher wrote 
about one of our Year 10 Students 
“He appears to be having a good 
time at TAFE; he gets along very well 
with the other students and is well 
engaged. He spent lots of time serv-
ing customers and happy to be on 
the floor during cafe service. Thanks 
again for sending him along, he is an 
asset to the class and team.”  Cathy 
Sutcliffe Outreach Coordinator said 
the following about the boys doing 
Automotive “I am pleased to say that 
your students did excellent work dur-
ing their Auto course these last 12 
weeks. The students all appeared to 
get along really well and their teach-
ers verified this. At the end they did 
a group hug and exchanged phone 
numbers to keep in touch. They also 
thanked the teachers for all of their 
help without any prompting. They 
were a really mature bunch and it was 
a pleasure to get to know them a bit 

each week when I visited the class.

UNSW Engineering: High School Information Day On Thursday 
the 27th of October, a group of HBHS students, Justin Yuen, 
Siddharth Satyavolu, Keegan Wong, Victor Tang, Shamik 
Patel, Alfred Zhang, Leon Salsiccia, Sreekanth Didugu, Prana-
van Thiruchenthilrajan, Khushal Dogra, Nicholas Li and Dylan 

Tran went to UNSW University to attend the High School Information 
Day for Engineering. The coordinator of the event and university stu-
dents gave us a warm welcome. The coordinator briefly discussed the 
major role of Engineering in our society whilst outlining the schedule for 
the day. After this introduction we were sent off to our first Engineering 
workshop which gave us an insight to a specific field of Engineering. My 
first workshop focused on Chemical Engineering. The Chemical Engi-
neering staff gave us a quick introduction, thereafter taking us to the 
laboratory to perform some fun experiments using food. Some of the 
experiments we performed included making ice cream from its basic in-
gredients and lighting a LED with the use of lemons. I was lucky enough 
to win a portable charger for my efforts in lighting a LED with the use of 
lemons. After our first workshop, we were given a recess break. There-
after, I went to my second workshop at the Electrical Engineering fac-
ulty. The professors at the faculty discussed amazing student-led pro-
jects including the construction of a Mars Rover! We also got to ride a 
student-made Segway around the faculty. We were then given a lunch 
break before our final workshop. My final workshop was at the Civil En-
gineering faculty where we learnt about the several real-life applications 
of Civil Engineering. Then we were asked to construct a 30cm bridge 
from pieces of thin strips of wood, nails and string. The bridge was then 
made to withstand increasing weights before it broke. The Engineering 
High School Information day at UNSW revealed the several fields of 
Engineering offered at UNSW. This day gave us a valuable insight to the 
broad world of Engineering, presenting itself as a possible career path 
for all of us. Special thanks to Mrs Anton and the staff at UNSW for or-
ganising this informative and enjoyable day!   by Khushal Dogra

RSA & RCG COURSE A group of boys from our school took part 
in a two-day course which we attained our RSA (Responsible 
Service of Alcohol) and RCG (Responsible conduct of Gaming) 
licences. The first day took part on the 16th of September at 
our school in the ILC. The first lesson was about the RSA quali-

fication, which advised us on the responsibilities we will have and the 
type of jobs we can obtain by having this qualification. This was a very 
interesting course as it informed myself and my fellow students about 
how businesses are run when they are selling alcohol and the different 
types of alcohol that is sold in pubs. On the second day 17th of Septem-
ber the students who took part in the RSA license also took part in the 
RCG qualification at the Canterbury Hurlstone Park RSL. Here we learnt 
how RSL and clubs are run, the responsibilities we have as individuals 
who work at RSL and pubs and also how we can help people who have a 
gambling issue. By obtaining the accreditation it widens our job oppor-
tunities to work at restaurants, clubs, pubs, bars and liquor stores where 
alcohol is sold and served. It was a great opportunity to gain new skills 
that will make us employable. We’d like to thank Canterbury Hurlstone 
Park RSL for training us and Mrs Anton with her organisation of this 
event.  By Anthony Lopes
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LEARNING &

SUPPORT (EAL/D]

This year has been a most successful year for 
both students and staff. We have all worked 
together to improve outcomes for ESL and 
Learning Support students. Thanks to funding 
and the support of our Principal we have been 

able to provide extra support to those students who truly 
require it.  My thanks go to all the team who have made 
my job so much easier and much more rewarding. The 
‘English as a Second Language (ESL)’ subject description 
has been replaced by ‘English as an Additional Language/
Dialect’ (EAL/D). Our Learning Support staff have been 
known for some time as ‘Learning and Support’ staff. We 
have worked more closely as a combined force this year 
and this has been most successful.   At the time of writing 
we have not received our HSC results but we expect them 
to be pleasing as usual. Our students work hard each year 
and most of them are not disappointed with their results. 
It is important that they all get the result of which they are 
capable and we do our best to ensure all of them get the 
support they are entitled to in order to achieve this end. 
Each of them has his own pathway planned and whether 
he goes to university, TAFE or the workforce each will go 
knowing he has done his best. 

Kerry MEUCCI

My thanks go to all those teachers who have worked to help us provide our students with a 
nurturing and engaging learning environment. Many teachers have helped out over the year as 
well as the regular staff below:   Kerry Meucci: (EAL/D) Head Teacher Learning Support  (& EAL/D),  
Jenelle Horiatopoulos: EAL/D) International Students Co-ordinator,   Muruvet Altundag: (EAL/D) 
Year 11 Adviser, Sathya Kumaralingam: (EAL/D) Year 7 Adviser, Hatice Elustu: LAST and EAL/D, 

Merrill Sells: LAST, Judith Edwards: LAST ,Cathryn Coles: Itinerant Teacher Support Hearing, Carla Hankinson: Itiner-
ant Teacher Support Vision, Mary Talarico: School Learning Support Officer, Louise Avery: School Learning Support 
Officer, Vilma Michaels: School Learning Support Officer, Robyn Churchill: School Learning Support Officer.    My 
sincere thanks go to the Learning & Support team who have volunteered their lunchtimes once a fortnight to 
discuss the many and varied needs of our targeted students, and to take action to ensure that these needs are 
met.  I would also like to thank our colleagues in all faculties for their cooperation and sensitivity in all matters 
related to our targeted students. We work especially closely with Mr Elaro and the English teachers who have 
been very supportive and helpful throughout the year. We rely on the goodwill of all teachers in order to do 
our work.



This will be my last library report 
as 2016 is my final year at HBHS. 
I wish the Homebush Boys High 
School community all the best. I 
have enjoyed my time and hope 
I have been able to provide a 
quality library service during my 
5 years at the school. 

So, for 2017 and beyond, always 
remember - Life is better with a 
book!

The library continued to be 
a busy vibrant place in 2016. 
Research,  studying, printing, 
mathletics, wordflyers, moodle, 
edmodo, oh, and sometimes 
even reading some great books.  
It all added up to the library 
being well used throughout the 
year.  

We also had quite a few changes 
introduced as a result of our 
increasing interaction with the 
digital world.  To support student 
access to online resources the 
library staff have worked with 
our school IT Team to increase 
accessibility.  The library now 
has 12 chrome books for student 
to use in the library, in addition 
to the 12 desktop computers. 
Plus, to assist students who do 
not have their own devices, a 
number of notebooks have been 
made available for students to 
borrow for the day. At the time 
of writing this number had grown 
to 26 - and many students have 
found this a useful support to 
their studies. 
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During Term 1, we had a major 
change in the access to the 
library catalogue. We had the 
arrival of Oliver! No, not a new 
student but rather a web-based 
library system (only a few years 
later than we had hoped). This 
replaced the rather dated system 
that had been introduced back in 
the late 1980s. The importance 
of this change is that it has ena-
bled more effective searching op-
tions when looking for resources 
but even better is the access to 
quality online resources. During 
the year Homebush Boys Library 
was able to launch its ebook col-
lection. This has proved a won-
derful addition to the range of 
fiction titles that are available to 
our school community - and can 
be borrowed and returned even 
when the library is closed!

LIBRARY
Ms P. Vine  | Teacher  |  Librarian



•  The Home School Liaison Pro-
gram supported by Attendance 
Officers from Strathfield District 
Office continues to bridge the gap 
between student and school and 
has assisted many of our boys with 
chronic attendance issues.
Yep, my job is never dull but the 
occasional student passing by my 
office to so simply say “hi” certainly 
puts a smile on my face. 

Some interesting statistics in 2016
•  302 overseas leave exemptions 
were processed in 2016
•  19 students applied for exemp-
tion from school due to representa-
tive sporting championships.
•  14 students in Years 7-12 fin-
ished with 100% attendance 
throughout the whole year.
•  On average 95 students arrive 
late to school per week.
•  Year 9 students had the highest 
late arrival to school data in 2016
•  102 students were interviewed 
by the Home school Liaison Officer 
in 2016

As I reflect on 2016, I recall the 
words of Albert Einstein (1879-
1955), “Education is not the learning 
of facts, but the training of the mind 
to think”.  One’s educational jour-
ney starts with being at school and 
embracing all opportunities both in 
and out of the classroom. School 
attendance is important and has a 
direct correlation with success and 
enjoyment while at school. Even 
advancements in technology and 
social media cannot replace the 
classroom teacher and the impact 
he/she has on the lives of each of 
our students.

It is amazing how things change so 
little as the years go by. I am still 
“living the dream” and imagining a 
world where all buses and trains 
are on time, student alarm clocks 
work and are set on the correct 
time for our students to wake up 
in the morning and have sufficient 
time to travel to school and where 
Sydney traffic runs smoothly and 
without delays.  It still sounds ideal 
doesn't it? Still a rare occurrence for 
the Administration Office staff at 
Homebush Boys High School!
 
2016 saw many changes in the 
Administration Office. My chair 
was occupied by myself for most of 
the year and Mr Madyski and Ms 
DeMichel while I took on the posi-
tions of Relieving Deputy Principal 
in Term 1 and a handful of weeks in 
Terms 2 and 4. While these changes 
did not confuse the students, they 
kept the staff guessing while the 
wheels in the Administration Office 
kept turning smoothly to ensure 
that all staff and student needs 
were adequately met. A huge thank 
you to both Mr Madyski and Ms 
DeMichel for their professional-
ism and work during 2016.  Life is 
never dull for me as Head of Admin-
istration in a school of over 1150 
students and 2016 has proven to 
be no exception.  Processing stu-
dent requests for late notes, early 
leave and overseas exemption only 
touches the surface when it comes 
to daily demands.  A myriad of well-
being concerns are part of everyday 
practices and in conjunction with 
the school's Safety, Learning and 
Respect Matrix, we aim to cater for 
the needs of all who visit the Ad-
ministration Office.   Thank you to 
the majority of students who con-
tinue to do the right thing on a daily 
basis and to the parents who con-
tinue to support their sons. Thank 
you to the parents who supply
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adequate and detailed information 
about school absences and who 
continue to field all my calls re: 
authenticity of leave requests.

Some interesting facts in 2016
•  Improved attendance patterns in 
2016 with a recorded 19% increase 
in student explained partial and full 
day absences. Thanks to our Mes-
sage U system, parents are able to 
provide prompt explanations for 
student absences. Also staff re-
ceive a daily Partial Student Tru-
ancy Report from the Deputies and 
this has aided staff in the follow 
up to unexplained partial; school 
day absences. Some of the major 
dips in attendance are caused by 
absences on swimming and athlet-
ics carnival dates, absences on the 
last day of each term and absences 
prior to major exam periods for our 
Stage 6 students.
•  The majority of students’ late-
ness is due to organisational issues 
such as missing public transport or 
sleeping in. Characteristic of teen-
age boys I know, but the effect it 
has on their learning is significant.
•  The monitoring of student at-
tendance when it reaches less than 
85% has noticeably had an impact. 
Fewer students were on the list 
every month and the follow up 
from parents has proven very influ-
ential when it comes to supporting 
our boys through their secondary 
school journey.

ADMINISTRATION
Mrs Matina Shadwic
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PDHPE  Personal  development
Mr J Sculthorpe, HT PDHPE

The PDHPE faculty continued to deliver excellence in the education of 
boys throughout 2016. 

The members of the 
faculty included Ste-
phan Madyski, Annabel 
Chapman, Dan Car-
rozza, Brett Wilson and 

Sharon Cuneen. We were joined in 
the faculty by Peter Azar and Geoff 
Spotswood (combined teaching 
years of 38- Geoff 37, Pete 1) who 
both brought with them enthusi-
asm and dedication to the school. 

I would like to thank Annabel 
Chapman for relieving as HT 
PDHPE for Semester 1 of 2016. 
Her wealth of experience, com-
mitment to student learning and 
professionalism guided the faculty 
through some tumultuous times. 
Throughout 2016, our students 
were educated on the benefits of 
a healthy lifestyle, given the skills 
and knowledge to help themselves 
and help others and were empow-
ered to participate in regular, life-
long physical activity.

We continued to aim to develop 
the whole-student; providing a 
variety of programs to allows stu-
dents to spread their understand-
ing and skills outside of the

classroom. The use of Brainstorm 
Productions in delivering well-
being presentations, Road safety 
experts and drug use experts pre-
senting to our students all help in 
strengthening the messages that 
we as educators are delivering in 
the classroom. Extra-curricular 
activities are a central part of the 
PDHPE faculty. The development 
of teamwork and leadership, along 
with strengthening relationships 
between students and staff are 
paramount to these initiatives. 
The Premier’s Sporting Challenge 
Leadership Program was partici-
pated in and is at its infancy and 
will expand further in 2017. Our 
involvement in Viva 7s Rugby 
Touch program allowed 35 year 7 
students to involve themselves in a 
new and exciting game that builds 
on the skills of Rugby Union. Our 
continued involvement and suc-
cess in the Mental Health Public 
Speaking Challenge has led to stu-
dents gaining an increased under-
standing of the issues surrounding 
mental illness and increased their 
capacity to speak and present 
publicly on a major health issue. 

We had students engrossed in a 
Road Safety Leadership program 
that explored best practice in the 
delivery of road safety teaching 
and learning programs to youth. 
The PDHPE faculty’s involvement 
in such initiatives emphasises the 
role that we play in delivering key 
messages to our young men. 

2017 will see the continued de-
livery of a program aimed at im-
proving the student’s capacity to 
answer extended response ques-
tions in a comprehensive manner. 
The A Learning And Response 
Matrix (ALARM) approach is a sys-
tematic approach that gives struc-
ture to planning for a response. It 
engages students in the process of 
responding, but also builds on the 
key knowledge needed to answer 
a question thoroughly. This is key 
to PDHPE as many health issues 
are complex and best explored in 
an analytical manner. 

Congratulations to the follow-
ing students on their success in 
PDHPE, PASS and SLR this year: 

 health a  and  physical  education

Name
   Yr 7 PDHPE- Mahdi Khalil

   Yr 8 PDHPE- Tom Neiser

   Yr 9 PDHPE- Patrick Anderson

   Yr 9 PASS- Wynn Lin

   Yr 10 PDHPE- Lachlan Beattie

   Yr 10 PASS- Gaurav Bagale

   Yr 11 PDHPE- Saugat bagale

   Yr 11 SLR- Cory Jr Sharma- Constance

   Yr 12 PDHPE- Kosta Houllis
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SCIENCE Alan Everett (Head Teacher/Science)

Third, Science week:  Another 
school experience spread 
over several weeks. We had 

outside presenters offering a range 
of special events: a forensics “case 
of conspiracy” for year 10, Kalei-
doscope Science offering shows to 
years 8 and 9, Snake Tails for year 
7, a day at The Australian Museum 
for our top year 8 classes, and the 
wonderful three day extravaganza 
to Canberra organised by Ms Cat-
alano.  Always a wonderful set of 
school experiences and students 
need to be aware of what is on 
offer.

Fourth, Software and the Sam-
sung Stem prize:  The Science 
faculty has been trying to in

This year has seen a lot 
changes to staff and 
how we teach. First, 
staff:  Mr John Bagga-
ley has retired as at the 

end of term 3 after many years in 
our school.  Ms Rasha Kamil has 
begun a year of maternity leave 
from the beginning of term 3.  Ms 
Sarah Brown will be on maternity 
leave next year. We wish them all 
the best.  We have two long term 
replacements in Ms Louise Crotty 
and Mr David Johnston, both com-
petent young teachers we hope to 
make permanent when the possi-
bility arises. 

crease our ICT capability.  As such, 
all junior textbooks are available to 
students (Pearson Science) which 
include a huge array of extra ICT 
activities. Also, we have intro-
duced “IntoScience” into years 7 
& 8- a wonderful interactive re-
source and have purchased the 
amazing “Cosmos” interactive 
resource for years 9 and 10 next 
year. Both these resources allow 
us to monitor achievement for jun-
iors and this is a major part of next 
year’s plan.  The faculty also had 
the fortune to win the Samsung 
Stem Prize which not only p rovid-
ed some students with t he chance 
to experience the q uestacon en-
quiry team presentations but also

the gift of 30 T2 Samsung tablets, 
avaluable and extremely useful 
prize. These will be incorporated 
into our ICT programs next year 
and present us with great engage-
ment opportunities. Many thanks 
to P and C parent Glenn Casey for 
his assistance. 

Finally, my farewell:  I am re-
tiring after 26 years teaching 
at Homebush. My greatest 

pleasure has been being a part of a 
multicultural school which reflects 
the multicultural nature of our 
society.  So many wonderful stu-
dents, so much achievement.

Second, student achievement:
Science Competition Distinction Awards

 Year 7	 Samuel Livingston  |  Breneven Viknarasah
 Year 8 Billy Leask  |  Alvin Sumadiredja
 Year 10 Vineel Repaka

Good results but a disappointing number of entries
Chemistry Competition Awards (these were very 
impressive)  Distinction Awards

 Keshav Sarswat , Haseeb Syed of year 12
 Jeff Chen, Delin Kong, Jeremy Zeng of year 11
 Khusal Dogra, Niranjan Regunath of year 10

High Distinction Awards  Divik Nigam of year 11, Si Kun Rong of year 7

High Distinction Excellence (means top 1% of the 
state)

 Kevin Kadamani of year 12
 William Leask of year 8
 Breneven Viknarajah of year 7
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SOCIAL SCIENCES

flying start. Room 32 has partially 
been converted into a specialised 
Business Services room, allowing 
students to gain practical hands 
on experience to meet their units 
of competency. Students in this 
course are also required to attend 
mandatory work placement. Stu-
dents are engaged in their learning 
and are developing skills that can 
be applied to many business set-
tings. We look forward to the on-
going growth and success of the 
course. 

In 2016, the Social Sciences Fac-
ulty was also kept busy prepar-
ing for the implementation of the 
New Geography Syllabus for NSW. 
2017 will see the implementation 
of Year 7 and 9 Geography,

followed by Year 8 and 10 in 2018. 
I’d like to acknowledge the work 
of Ms De Michiel and Mr Pisani 
in leading a group of colleagues 
in developing new programs, re-
sources and assessment tasks to 
ensure HBHS is well prepared to 
deliver the new syllabus in 2017. 

Year 9 Commerce were given the 
opportunity to enrich their under-
standing of the course, in particu-
lar the topic “Running a Business.” 
Mr Pisani’s class decided to oper-
ate a basketball competition and 
drinks stand as their business ini-
tiative, Ms Coutinho’s class went 
with a combination of cool drinks 
and lolly cups and Mr Mudaliar’s 
class decided on a variety of food 
stalls. The students were actively 
involved in the operations, mar-
keting, finance and human re-
source management aspects of a 
business and certainly learnt some 
vital lessons relating to running a 
business, especially if they wanted 
to make a profit! A percentage of 
profits from each class was donat-
ed to charity to promote corpo-
rates social responsibility. I’d like 
to thank the students and their 
teachers for the effort they put 
into the successful organisation of 
such events.

And rewarding year 
for all teachers and 
students involved in 
activities associated 
with the Social Sci-

ences Faculty. The faculty consists 
of Mr Achmad (Head Teacher), Ms 
De Michiel, Ms Legge, Mr Pisani, 
Ms Coutinho, Mr Innasi, Mr Mu-
daliar and helping the team cover 
various teachers on leave through-
out the year was Ms Sofy.

The year started off with a bang, 
seeing the implementation of the 
newly introduced Business Ser-
vices HSC VET course. I’d like to 
thank Mr Pisani (Business Services 
Teacher) and Mr Abbou (VET Co-
ordinator) for their hard work en-
suring that the course got off to a

2016 was an extremely busy year for the Social Sciences Faculty.  Despite 
the hectic nature of the year, it was an extremely successful

The Social Sciences Faculty runs extra-curricular activities as a form of educational enrichment 
across a broad range of subject areas and year groups. There were several opportunities for students 

to further develop their learning skills. Students from our school successfully entered into or were involved 
in the University of Newcastle Business Plan Challenge, Australian Stock Exchange Sharemarket Game, 

Australian Economics Competition, Australian Business Studies Competition and the Australian Geography 
Competition.  The following students deserve to be congratulated for their outstanding achievements in 

Mr Achmad
HT Social Sciences



ences subjects for the HSC course 
in 2016 was awarded to Harrison 
Lao. Harrison ranked 1st in Legal 
Studies, 2nd in Economics and 
2nd in Business Studies. Harrison 
was an extremely hard working 
student and thoroughly deserved 
his outstanding results. As a fac-
ulty, we wish him all the best in his 
future endeavours and hope that 
he is rewarded for his hard work 
with outstanding HSC results. 

I would like to take this opportu-
nity to congratulate all the Social 
Sciences Staff for doing an excel-
lent job throughout 2016. Also 
congratulations to all students 
for your hard work and enthusi-
asm throughout the year. I would 
also like to thank all parents for 
the support you have given to our 
students, teachers and the wider 
school community.

Australian Economics Competi-
tion, Distinction: - Hugh Black, 
Credit: - Charif Omar, Harrison 
Lao, Jonathan Shaw, Yit (Nick) 
Teoh, Zheng Sun and Anthony Wu

Australian Business Studies Com-
petition, Distinction: - Harrison 
Lao, Connor Macdonald, Mark 
Dowling, Toee Naing, Dafa Liu 
and Tony Mei, Credit: - Tennessee 
Aiwekhoe, Kosta Houllis, Johnny 
Qian, Kelvin Lau and Nick Teoh

Australian Geography Competi-
tion, High Distinction: - Charles 
Prentice, Ming Wei Ma and 
Thomas Nieser , Distinction: - An-
thony Campisi, Amir Aloe, Mo-
hammad Mohaghegh,  Lachlan 
Beattie, Vineel Repaka, Khushal 
Dogra, Leon Burfield, Hizryan 
Kodarusman, Timothy Choong, 
David Kadamani and Evan Xiong., 
Credit: - Divik Nigam, Ethan Tiah, 
Fawad Faheem, Ahmed El Hassan, 
Christopher Kadamani, Victor 
Lam, Edison Dai, Loklan Duong 
and Shivam Bhonsle.

University of Newcastle Business 
Plan Challenge Certificate of Out-
standing  Achievement Recipi-
ents: - Nithurshan Manohar, Dev 
Kaushal and Azim Lalani

The Social Sciences Faculty has 
achieved outstanding results in 
the academic field. The following 
Year 12 students deserve to be

congratulated for their commit-
ment and hard work in Social Sci-
ences subjects in 2016:

Year 12 Economics HSC Course:  
1st Omar Charif, 2nd Harrison Lao 
and Equal 3rd Naseeb Jamshidi 
and Jonathan Shaw.

Year 12 Business Studies HSC 
Course: 1st Yit (Nick) Teoh and 
Equal 2nd Tony Mei and Harrison 
Lao.

Year 12 Legal Studies HSC Course:  
1st Harrison Lao, 2nd Oscar Verre-
lli and 3rd Dominic Yates.

Year 12 Studies of Religion HSC 
1 Unit Course:  1st Dhrumil Shah, 
2nd Andrew McLean and 3rd 
Seibin Kang.

The Social Sciences John Taggart 
Memorial prize for Outstanding 
Overall Achievement in Social Sci
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TASHostpitality
      & Food Technology
Ms Bolbol, Mr Saber & Mrs Houvardas & Ismail Altundag

In 2016 working conditions 
have been improved greatly by 
the air conditioner has been 

replaced ensuring that staff and 
students are able to work effi-
ciently and safely. We feel certain 
that it also reduces the strain on 
our commercial appliances.  We 
have also invested in a new ice 
cream maker that inspires student 
learning from year 7 – 12. Whilst 
it sounds like fun, it encourages 
students to learn. Stage 4 stu-
dents were enthusiastic about 
preparation of fruit based sugar 
syrups and custards to make 
their own ice cream. Senior Hos-
pitality students have learnt how 
to make crème Anglaise which 
is part of the Produce Eggs and 
Farinaceous unit of competency 
that is used as a base to make 
the ice cream.  A new feature in 
our catering functions has been 
the use of custom made pres-
entation mirrors to enhance the 
food displayed. The presentation 
mirrors that were purchased this 
year were used for the first time 
to display the year 12 Farewell 
cake. Flowers, cupcakes and fruit 
were used to enhance the pres-
entation of the cake. 

Year 7 and 8 students con-
tinue to enjoy the Kitchen 
Garden program developed 

by Mr Saber, Ms Bolbol and Mrs 
Houvardas. This year we have 
incorporated an additional unit 
on superfoods and foods for 
the future which students have 
found very beneficial. The Stage 
IV program was designed to 
engage students and give them 
ownership in selecting fresh pro-
duce to create signature dishes. 
We feel that we have achieved 
this goal as students are engaged 
in the following experiences:  
Maintaining the Homebush Boys 
High School Garden on a regular 
basis, Using the produce grown 
to prepare and present a mys-
tery dish,  Implement environ-
mentally sustainable practices in 
their daily life reducing carbon 
footprint,  Students engage in 
practical cooking experiences 
using produce that they have se-
lected and grown,  Students from 
all year groups are engaged and 
source produce from Homebush 
Boys kitchen garden during prac-
tical lessons.

have selected and grown,  Students 
from all year groups are engaged 
and source produce from Home-
bush Boys kitchen garden during 
practical lessons.

VET Audit
On the 26th of August, 2016 the 
Hospitality staff and students were 
involved in a VET audit that is 
scheduled every 3 years. The audit 
team was impressed with the skills 
shown by the students in action and 
the commitment teachers displayed 
in their delivery of the Hospitality 
course. The Hospitality team would 
like to thank Mr Abbou for all his 
hard work this year as the VET coor-
dinator.	

Catering 
Once again it has been a busy year 
catering for functions.  Food Tech-
nology and Hospitality students 
have numerous opportunities 
throughout the year to contribute 
to the school community by cater-
ing for various functions. This year 
we have catered for the following 
functions:  • Principals Function • 
Ramadan Iftar • Multicultural day • 
VET Audit • SASS Staff appreciation 
morning tea • Year 12 graduation 
luncheon • White ribbon day • Pre-
fect induction

We take a lot of pride in our catering 
and each year evaluate our success 
and respond to feedback with the 
focus on making each year an

even greater success. Students 
benefit from invaluable experi-
ence by helping with prep aration 
in the weeks leading up to a func-
tion, cooking and preparation 
and by serving food on the day. 
Our senior hospitality students 
are assessed on completing a 
number of service periods and 
also achieve units of competency 
as there is a mandatory require-
ment of 12 service periods over 2 
years. Students complete 10 ser-
vice periods during work place-
ment in both year 11 and 12. The 
other service periods are made 
up of the community functions 
we cater for at school. We would 
like to thank the parents for their 
kind donations and for volunteer-
ing their time and expertise in 
assisting teachers and students 
in the Ramadan Iftar and Gradu-
ation function to make them a 
success. The skills developed in 
Hospitality are demonstrated by 
our students on work placement 
with numerous students offered 
part/full time positions with host 
Employers.

School Visit- Terry Patriar-
ca from Le Cordon Bleu
Terry Patriarca from Le Cordon 
Bleu demonstrated Chocolate 
Tempering to our year 11 Hos-
pitality students in term 4. Stu-
dents were involved in producing 
chocolates and learning the im-
portant skills required to temper 
chocolate. Terry also spoke to 
students about the training op-
portunities offered at Le Cordon 
Bleu and the many course of-
fered in Hospitality. We look for-
ward to working with Terry in the 
future. 
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Thursday 26th of August was an important day for Homebush Boys, 
in particular for the students and staff involved in the VET Audit 
scheduled for our school.  The Audit team was lead by the Public 

Schools NSW, Director – Kathy Powzun, the Senior Pathways Advi-
sor – Alison Hughes and the Senior Pathways Officer – Phillip Roxby.  
The team was welcomed at school by the Principal, the Vet Coordina-
tor and the school Careers Advisor. The schedule for the day included 
interviews with teachers, students and an industry representative, as 
well as site visits to all of our Vet areas. Following is a summary of the 
activities and highlights of the day from beginning to end. A meeting 
has taken place in the library to introduce VET in the school context 
and how it is managed. The Principal has explained to the Audit team 
how VET is aligned to the school plan and the future directions for VET 
in our school with regards to succession plans, curriculum offerings, 
upgrade of resources and VET management structure.  The Principal, the VET coordinator and the Careers Ad-
viser have taken turns to answer or provide evidence of any question or request made by the Audit team.  Once 
the meeting was completed, the visiting team went to view all VET areas where our courses are delivered.

The first visit was to the Hospitality area where the team saw 
a class in operation.  Ms Bolbol and Mrs Houvardas’s classes 
were in charge of preparing morning tea for the visiting team. 

The students were shining in their chefs’ uniforms and working 
professionally and confidently to prepare a variety of appetisers 
and desserts. The team was pleased to see how the Hospitality 
Teachers are extremely committed to ensuring students are skilled 
to enter the industry through authentic catering experiences. 
The second visit was to the Construction area, the team was very 
pleased to see a well organised construction classroom and excel-
lent WHS signage displayed. The team has viewed the evidence 
of delivery and assessment of CPCCOHS1001 – work safely in 
the construction industry. The third visit was to Business Services 
area. Mr Pisani presented to the visiting team all the work needed 
to establish the classroom and run the course for the first time at 
Homebush boys High school. The team was very pleased with the 
set up of the classroom and its excellent signage displayed in the 
room. The newly established Business Services learning space will 
enable students to learn and practice appropriate work place skills. 

VETHostpitality
Abderrahim Abbou | Vet Coordinator

Finally, the team visited the Sports and Coaching 
area where Mr. Madyski welcomed the visiting 
team and provided all the information required and 

answered all the questions asked by the Audit team re-
lating to this area. The team also had the opportunity 
to view evidence of some of the student’s assessments. 
Following the tour we returned to the common room 
where Ms Bolbol and Mrs Houvardas had worked tire-
lessly setting up and turning the room into a banquet 
hall. The Audit Team was not only impressed with the 
gourmet open sandwiches, quiches and well presented 
desserts, but also the way in which the boys conducted 
themselves professionally. The students represented 
the school impressing the VET Audit Team and staff 
alike with their valuable contribution to the event. The 
visiting team went to the library to record and make 
notes of what they have observed in all the VET learn-
ing areas they have visited. Later in the library the visit-
ing team had a meeting with a group of year 11 and 
12 VET students representing all the VET areas deliv-
ered in the school. The team reported to us that the 
students demonstrated a thorough understanding of 

Dual accreditation, vocational learning and the 
skills necessary to be work ready. Furthermore, 
the students articulated confidence in the skills 

and knowledge of the VET teachers which enabled 
them to make a clear connection to industry. At the 
end, the visiting team had a meeting with the VET 
teachers, VET coordinator and school Careers Advi-
sor. The purpose of the meeting was to go through 
some focus questions related to learning and assess-
ment, client services and workplace learning. The 
Audit team were impressed with the skills shown by 
the students in action and the commitment the teach-
ers displayed in the delivery of VET courses. 

I would like to thank all VET team for their hard work 
throughout the year in preparing for the audit. I 
would like to thank our Principal and DPs for fa-

cilitating the process and make it smooth. Last but 
not least, many thanks to Mrs Chadwick and ladies 
from the office for all their help in the preparation 
for the audit – scanning, photocopying, filing and so 
on. Simply we would not have been prepared without 
their help!
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Y
ear 7 Camp,  in Febru-
ary, Year 7’s went to camp 
and came away with many 
unforgettable memories 
they will cherish forever. 

Their initiation started at 6.30 in the 
morning. They had to travel for three 
hours and it was made more excit-
ing as they drove down steep, wind-
ing and rocky roads to arrive at the 
camp site only to be told that they 
would need to erect their own tents-
if they wanted to sleep that night.  
Throughout their time at camp they 
gained important life skills such as 
how to cook for themselves (Par-
ents, they can cook you ravioli for 
dinner now!) and how to overcome 
their fears by participating in activi-
ties such as rock climbing, canoeing, 
high ropes and the flying fox. It was 
indeed a great start for the boys to 
get to know one another and form 
and strengthen friendships and as 
well as learn the benefits of team 
work and perseverance. 

Clean up Australia Day
In March, the Year 7’s represented

the School by participating in Clean 
Up Australia Day. The day began 
with the boys being divided into 
class groups and being put in charge 
of different areas around the school 
to clean up. The boys approached 
this task with vigour and a positive 
attitude to make a difference to their 
school environment. By the end of 
the clean up the boys had amassed 
fifteen bags full of rubbish and were 
congratulated for their efforts. To 
conclude, the boys had a discussion 
on tips that they could use to clean 
up around their homes and commu-
nity to assist in making the world a 
cleaner place. 

Bully Busters
Throughout this year, the Year 7’s 
have been participating in a pro-
gram known as ‘Tough Guise’ which 
is a Transition program. This teaches 
them the school’s SLR (Safety Learn-
ing and Respect) matrix along with 
lessons on anti-bullying and strate-
gies to maintain a bully-free environ-
ment. To complement this, in August 
our students also had the

YEAR 7 Adviser Report
The year 2016 has been an eventful and significant year for our Year7 students.  It has been an important 

milestone for them as they have formed new friendships and understood the dynamics of what it is to be a ‘high 
schooler’ and to be known as a ‘Bushy Boy’.

Nobit et optat quid 
molor adit aut ad uta 
dolorepti
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opportunity to enjoy a production 
at school called “Bully Busters”.  Stu-
dents were also given an opportunity 
to have a discussion with the actors 
and come to a better understanding 
of the expectations of the school and 
each other.

Leadership and Sport
Some of our students were 
eager to become school 
leaders and have succeeded 
in becoming part of the Stu-

dent Representative Council. Con-
gratulations to all those students!  
Also some of our Year 7’s have man-
aged to do very well in the sporting 
arena in keeping with the Bushy Boy 
spirit. They have done fabulously 
well, some of them having reached 
State and National levels in their 
chosen sports.

Plans and Goals for the rest of the year.  Our 
plan for the rest of the year is to work as a 
cohort in an effort to beautify the school’s 
green areas, by adding more plants and 
cleaning the school yard.   The high achievers 

not only get recognised on Presentation Day /Award 
Night, but also have the opportunity to go on a special 
excursion towards the end of the year.  Overall as Year 
Advisors, we are proud of our Yr 7 cohort which has 
worked hard, overcome their challenges, made friends 
and have achieved their personal best as well as many 
of the common goals of their cohort.  As Year Advisers 
we are hoping that with parent/carer support we can 
achieve all our goals in the future. It has been a pleas-
ant journey and a privilege to lead these fine young 
men from day one of their high school career.  We are 
looking forward to supporting these  young men to 
become role models as well as proud citizens of this 
community. 

Premier’s Reading Challenge
Our avid readers who completed the Premier’s Reading Challenge were given the opportunity to take 

part in an incursion with the popular author Paul Jennings on the 7th of November. Also these avid 
readers are likely to be further acknowledged by having an opportunity to take part in a BBQ at the end 

of the year.  

Nobit et optat quid 
molor adit aut ad uta 
dolorepti

 By Mrs S. Kumaralingam  & Mr Thomas Lee



Both in and out of the 
school to become true 
members of the Home-
bush Boys community. 
From subject specific 

to school wide contributions, the 
year 8 cohort has demonstrated 
a willingness to experience new 
things and showcase their accom-
plishments. 

This year we have focused on com-
munication between members 
of our classes, members of the 
wider school community and how 
we can use that information con-
structively to improve ourselves. I 
congratulate the members of our 
year who have taken this advice to 
heart and have worked to build re-
lationships within the school and 
wider community and have shown 
great maturity in the way they have 
represented the school in the SRC 
and during the excursions they 
have undertaken throughout the 
year.  Some of our students have 
followed their interests in specific 
curriculum areas such as Science

by participating in the three day 
Science camp in Canberra. An 
experience many will remember 
fondly for the new friendships 
forged and the excitement of the 
unknown. Other members fol-
lowed their individual passions 
through engaging with outside 
programs such as the New South 
Wales Youth Parliament. An ex-
perience filled with learning and 
developing a keen interest in local 
issues and how our governmental 
system works to support its young 
men and women.

Midway through Term 3 students 
in year 8 began thinking about 
their future and shaping the 
course of their education. This cul-
minated in the subject selection 
evening where students and their 
parents were walked through the 
procedures as well as the signifi-
cance of this event. It was great to 
see so many boys making mature 
decisions that will impact the next 
two years of study. I would like to 
thank Mr Prasad and Mr Abbou for 
their involvement in the process.

YEAR 8 Adviser Report   By Mr Burke

I would like to congratulate the year 8 cohort for the work they have done throughout the 2016 school 
year, we have witnessed many individual student successes and students have engaged in many different 

learning activities that I hope they will remember for a very long time. Students have participated in activities 

I would like to congratulate the 
students who have chaired our 
year assemblies with such profes-
sionalism and vigour. These boys 
have raised the bar and set the 
tone for the important ideas being 
discussed at these events. It has 
been wonderful seeing how well 
the year 8 cohort has been able 
to adapt to the informal attitude 
in the playground and the serious 
nature displayed when appropri-
ate. They have displayed a huge 
amount of maturity and should 
be proud of the manner in which 
they hold themselves.   This year 
the year 8 group have been sup-
ported exceptionally by our year 
groups deputy Mr Khurshed and 
Ms Shadwick in the relieving role 
during his absence. I thank both 
for the work they have done with 
the group as well as Ms Brown 
in her role assisting with many of 
the duties of the year advisor. I 
am proud to represent year 8 as 
its advisor and will continue to 
work with the group to attain even 
greater accomplishments in future 
years.
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YEAR 9 Adviser Report  By Abderrahim Abbou

Nobit et optat quid 
molor adit aut ad uta 
dolorepti

First year of their elective 
subject study.  
Our school has provided 
great opportunities for 
the students to partici-

pate in a myriad of extra-curricular 
activities. These include competi-
tions, exhibitions, sport, perfor-
mances and special events. Fur-
thermore, the student leadership 
programs provided many activities 
which broadened the student’s ex-
perience at Homebush boy’s high 
school.

I was very dedicated to approach 
the students and find out their 
skills and achievements in their 
classes. The positive online feed-
back that I’ve implemented since 
year 8 has helped me to explore 
and discover the great poten-
tial that our students have. Every 
week, a group of students re-
ceived the year Adviser bronze 
certificates to acknowledge their 
outstanding achievements in class, 
their positive attitude and their ex-
cellent social interaction skills.
This year was remarkably special 
as the year 9 students undertook 
the NAPLAN tests. The results 
were very prominent and the par-
ents received a report of their

child's achievement in the 
NAPLAN test.    

On the 16th of May, two youth 
solicitors from Marrickville Legal 
Centre spoke to my year 9 Cohort 
on two main issues faced by youth 
today – Criminal law and employ-
ment law.  The students had the 
opportunity to understand the 
legal issues related to their daily 
life with their peers within their 
community.  

On June 16th, students from both 
year 10 and year 9 took part in a 
mock forensic case of Conspiracy.  
Four students were chosen to take 
roles in the forensics case. They 
took the roles of the accused and 
the suspects and the other stu-
dents were given the role as an 
inspector.  It was a great privilege 
to take part in such an interactive 
experience.  On the 8th of August, 
38 students from year 9 went on a 
three-day-long camp to Canberra 
followed by the snow in Thredbo. 
After a three hour long bus trip, 
they arrived at the War Memorial 
in Canberra. The students were 
shown around the memorial and 
given a chance to reflect on the 
sacrifices of all Australian service

It was another great year for me, being given the opportunity to work closely with the year 9 students of 
Homebush Boys High School. The students have done exceptionally well academically, and were involved 

in a multitude of extra-curricular activities. It was an enjoyable year for the students, particularly as it marked 
the first year of their elective subject study.

men and women. The trip to Can-
berra also included visits to the 
National Portrait Gallery and Par-
liament House. Following the day 
in Can berra, they set off for Bun-
garra Alpine Centre in Jindabyne 
– the students’ home for the next 
two nights. 

The snow excursion was an unfor-
gettable experience for the stu-
dents and they were very grateful 
to the teachers and instructors 
who taught them at Thredbo.  On 
the 11th October, around thirty 
year nine students were invited to 
attend and take part in an incur-
sion run by the Questacon Smart 
Skills team from Canberra. The two 
presenters began by discussing in-
novations. The students were then 
handed out tablets in which they 
were asked to complete a physics 
based problem solving application 
called ‘Brain On It’. Once the main 
session was completed, everyone 
was given a chance to observe 
machines made by fellow peers. 
The machines were innovative 
and creative. Overall, it was a fun, 
successful and informative event 
that allowed them to experience 
and visualise science in a new and 
exciting way.
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All year 10 students 
had a smooth start 
to the 2016 school 
year. This year’s Phi-
losophy is ‘Better 

Self, Better School, Better Com-
munity, Better World”.

This year has been another ex-
tremely busy year for Year 10 
students in their academic en-
deavours, their sporting and extra-
curricular commitments. 

Semester 1 was an excellent be-
ginning to a fulfilling year which 
is shaping up to be a very exciting 
one, full of challenges for both the 
students, teachers and their par-
ents.

Our vision has been that each and 
every student should think very 
carefully about the choices they 
make now and in the future. We 
encourage all students to take ad-
vantage of the many opportunities 

offered at Homebush Boys High: 
academic, sporting, voluntary 
and extra-curricular options.  The 
initiatives we have undertaken in 
2016 are as follows:

•   Future pathways

•   Subject selection

•   Focus on retention of students

•   High achievers - not only in aca
     demic pursuits but sporting and 
     extra-curricular endeavours

•   Transition into Vocational Train
     ing courses, TAFE courses, ap
     prenticeships, work experience

•  Leadership opportunities

•   Active citizenship – volunteer
     ing: “It is better to give than to 
     receive”.

•   RoSA examinations

YEAR 10 Adviser Report  By J Sue

It was my honour to be appointed as Year 10 adviser this year. As a Year Adviser, I work with students, 
parents and teachers to enhance student connectedness and overall wellbeing and to support individual attain-

ment. I encourage and welcome parents’ contact as part of our ongoing partnership in student performance.

Subject selections were a big 
theme during Term 3 as these 
boys prepared themselves for the 
HSC and their future careers. A 
big thank you to Mrs Zammit for 
her support in 2016 and a special 
thank you must also go to Mrs 
Anton, our Careers Adviser, who 
has been tirelessly assisting many 
students in getting work experi-
ence, commencing TAFE courses, 
searching courses offered by uni-
versities and generously providing 
advices and guidance.

It has been my pleasure to be a 
Year Adviser for such a wonderful 
group of young men and I look for-
ward to assisting them in Stage 6 
and beyond. 
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YEAR 11 Adviser Report  By Unknow

Nobit et optat quid 
molor adit aut ad uta 
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What a year it 
has been!! 
2016 will be 
one Year 11 
will never 

forget. It has proven to be both 
busy and fruitful. The demands 
of the senior course had many 
students rising to the challenge 
whilst others reflected on their 
goals for the future. Overall the 
transition into a senior student 
here at HBHS has been posi-
tive.

There have been many wonder-
ful moments throughout the year, 
with achievements in the academ-
ic and sporting fields, as well as 
many boys continuing their com-
munity service. 

One of the highlights of the year 
was undoubtedly the election of 
our school prefect body for 2017. 
Captain- Zaki Ousmand, 

Vice Captain- Ibrahim Taha and 
Senior Prefect- Levi Anderson-
Foster. I would also like to thank 
the very capable group of Year 11 
SRC rep resentatives.  I have the 
utmost confidence in these young 
men as our student leadership 
here at Homebush Boys as they 
uphold the values HBHS repre-
sents and always set the example 
for the younger students. 

Congratulations to all boys for 
their successful year in 2016. I 
have looked on proudly at what 
you have achieved together and 
wish you all the best for the HSC.

The year 2016 has been an eventful and significant year for our Year7 students.  It has been an impor-
tant milestone for them as they have formed new friendships and understood the dynamics of what it is to be a 

‘high schooler’ and to be known as a ‘Bushy Boy’.



2016HIGHTLIGHTS
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2016 HBHS Magazine | Page 35

Australian 
Business Week 2016              
Prakash INNASI On behalf of Journalism Club

ABW is a leading developer of business simulations for schools, tertiary institutions and 
        the corporate sector.

This program is being or-
ganised collaboratively 
every year between 
Homebush Boys High 
and the Strathfield Girls 

High School. This year, 52 boys 
from Homebush Boys High School 
participated and worked along 
with girls as a team. 

A total number about 230 students 
both girls and boys have partici-
pated and they were divided into 
26 groups. ABW programs incor-
porate computer simulated busi-
ness environments. In the safety 
of the virtual world, participants 
assume management roles in busi-
nesses and make decisions that 
affect business performance. Each 
group had to decide their General 
Manager and Managers for Op-
erations, Marketing, Finance and 
Human Resources. Students have 
worked on the theme “Hospital-
ity” and they learn to run a virtual 
hotel. It is amazing to see that our 
students have intesely engaged 
with their work the whole week 
and made so many invaluable de-
cisions in relation to the issue of 
shares, dividend, assets, liabilities 
and so many other skills neces-
sary to run a business as an entre-
preneur. In addition to being savy 
business people, our boys have 
developed various 21st century 
learning skills such as communica-
tion, problem solving, analytical, 
teamwork and time management. 
These skills will allow the students 
to achieve academic success in

their HSC as well as physical, social 
and psychological development. 

ABW programs replace the regu-
lar curriculum for a one week 
period, allowing students to im-
merse themselves in the virtual 
business world. It offered students 
experimental learning rather than 
a lecture inside the classroom.  
Students have gained insight of 
business experience, importance 
of team work and a sense of re-
sponsibility, exercising decision 
making skills, and boosting confi-
dence. It’s also an exciting and fun 
learning experience and a break 
from the routine of the typical 
school week.

Students have to work on Compa-
ny report, Commercial video and

Trade display. Students were able 
to participate effectively in cor-
porate games conducted by Mr. 
Sculthorpe and his team.  Teachers 
from our school have also worked 
along with students as their men-
tors guiding them and providing 
the right direction throughout. Ms 
Phirum De Michiel was the teacher 
in charge who was ably assisted by 
Prakash Innasi, Nagesh Madaka-
sira, Michelle Coutino, Arun Aurn-
davaraja and Lydia Alexander. On 
the last day, John Kennedy, Geor-
gia Anton and Rita Zammit have 
helped to judge the trade display 
and the hard work demonstrat-
ed by each group. Students and 
teachers provided a fantastic posi-
tive feedback on this program.
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China Tour April 2016
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  Drum Beat Mark & Tony



FATHER & SON Night
Bryan Lam Year 9

On the evening of the 11/08/16, the 
team at Homebush boys High school cre-
ated and ran (with huge success) what is 
soon to be, one of the biggest events run 
at the school. The purpose of this night 
was to rejoice fathers and sons’ connec-
tion to each other, as well as join them 
with the community of Homebush Boys 
High School. The evening ran smoothly 
and exceptionally well, with over 45 
people in total attending, including guest 
speakers Tevita Ofa Amone, Gandhi 
Sindyan and Sheikh Wesam Charkawi. 
The esteemed speakers spoke on topics 
relevant to families and their own lives, 
giving inspiration to the young men and 
the fathers present, as well as providing 
them with helpful information for future 
references. The event ran for approxi-
mately an hour and a half, with a jam-
packed event full of different speeches 
and activities. At the end of this amazing 
evening, refreshments were available, in-
cluding pizzas, chips, chocolates, falafel, 
and so much more! Also, gifts such as 
soccer balls were distributed amongst 
the crowd.  A big thankyou to all the staff 
who worked on this magnificent event 
tirelessly, to make it run smoothly and 
faultlessly, as without them, none of this 
would’ve been possible.

EUROPEAN
HANDBALL

GAPYEONG



ROur school celebrated the 7th 
Annual Ramadan Iftar on Thursday 
the 16th June. Under the guidance 

of Ms Bolbol, Ms Houvardas, Ms Kamil, 
Ms Bown, Mr Achmed and Mr Abbou, 
the boys worked closely with the teach-
ers to run another fabulous evening of 
food, fun and celebration of our school’s 
multiculturalism. The boys worked 
closely together, volunteering their time 
to organise a wonderful night that was 
attended by students of all faiths and 
cultures. It was lovely to see boys who 
had graduated from Homebush return 
and join current students and teachers. 
Special guest speakers on the night in-
cluded Dr. Zachariah Matthews, educa-
tor in leadership and religion; communi-
ty and media advocate, Mr. Kamal Salah, 
OnePath Network media presenter as 
well as Mr. Omar Al Jamal and Mr. Amin 
El-Bureeny, representing Human Appeal 
International Australia.  Ms. Jodi McKay 
Member for Strathfield, Mrs. Yvonne 
Yun, Mrs. Kathy Totidis, Mr. Tim Jurd, 
Ms. Caitlin Dwyer and Mr. Peter Hughes 
were all Special guests present at the 
Iftar.  The night was mainly sponsored by 
Human Appeal International Australia. 

Human Appeal International is a 
charity organisation that provides 
support and relief to people in 

need all over the world. The school was 
honoured to hand over a cheque of over 
$2000 raised from ticket sales. Human 
Appeal was also appreciative of further 
contributions made on the night by 
teachers and students. The food, provid-
ed by Doggies Catering in Bankstown, 
consisted primarily of Middle Eastern 
foods, such as kefta, rice and several 
variants of chicken as well as the typi-
cal tabouli and other salads, plus more. 
Desserts were plenty and enjoyed by all. 
The night was enjoyed by all, which was 
evident by the sound of their chatter and 
seen while the attendees were connect-
ing with one another, each representing 
a various religion and background. 

The purpose was to promote the cultural diversity within our 
school and to share with our community the experience of 
Muslim fasting and breaking the fasting. As well as this, we 

saw two of our teachers Ms Emily Yong and Ms Michelle Coutinho 
partake in the fasting, which lasts from sunrise until sunset. That 
is really what the purpose of the night was about; to both inform 
people about this month as well as to unite the school community by 
showing support for each other.  We would like to thank students, 
teachers and members of our community for participating to make 
the night a great success and an enjoyable experience for everyone.

IFTAR 2016
Abderrahim Abbou | Ramadan Iftar Coordinator
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PINK RIBBON DAY
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WHITE RIBBON DAY



World's Greatest S
hav

e 
   

   
   

  
   

   
   

    
     2

016

Page 42 | 2016 HBHS Magazine              

World's Greatest Shave



World's Greatest S
hav

e 
   

   
   

  
   

   
   

    
     2

016

M

U
L
T
I-
C
U

L
T
URAL 
D
A
Y
 
2
0
1

6

2016 HBHS Magazine | Page 43



FORMER HBHS TEACHER RECEIVES THE 
ORDER OF AUSTRALIA MEDAL 

Marianna Lacek (Former teacher of ESL at HBHS)

I felt really privileged to be a part of the Order of Aus-
tralia investiture at Government House on the 9th of 
September 2016.  I was accompanied by my husband 

Bronek, my cousin Dorothy and my son Peter who espe-
cially came from New York for the occasion.  After the 
lengthy citation had been read, where Homebush Boys 

HS was mentioned several times, as well as ‘Polish, Poles  
and Poland’ -  the Governor of NSW, The Honourable 

David Hurley pinned the Medal to my proud chest.
He officially  congratulated me, making a comment:  -  

‘Now, you are probably the happiest person, who has all 
reasons to be totally proud and satisfied of your Polish 
origin’ –  ‘Oh no, not yet’ –  I replied. –  ‘Why not?’ he 

asked, surprised. –  ‘I cannot be totally satisfied, as not 
everyone in Australia knows yet how to pronounce Ko-

sciuszko correctly. They say it Kozyasko, which is wrong’. 

The Governor asked me to say it once again slowly Kos-
ciusz-ko  and he repeated this almost perfectly. Turning 

to the audience, he said into the microphone,  ‘Dear 
people, this wonderful lady has all rights to feel totally 
satisfied, please repeat Kosciuszko. We all must learn 

how to say it correctly’. – They repeated. The Governor 
laughed loudly. I bowed with a thank you and walked 
proudly along the hall accompanied by a hurricane of 
applause from the audience.  All of this wonderful cel-
ebration would have never happened if not for HBHS. 
Providence sent me to this school where I met some 
wonderful people who all helped me to fulfil my life’s 

dream – to educate and inspire young people, especially 
second language learners and Polish immigrants.





Ms De Michiel
Prefect Coordinator

CCongratulations to all the Prefects of 2016-2017. 
The student leaders have worked hard in their aca-
demic, sports, creative activities, outdoor educa-
tion, responsibility in school and service learning. 

Furthermore, they have demonstrated excellence 
in their role of being responsible global citizens in wearing their 
school uniform with pride and taking responsibility for or show-
ing leadership and initiative in various school functions. There-
fore, popularity is not a criteria used to be elected as student 
leaders. The Prefects have been selected in a fair democratic 
election process by their peers and teachers because of the 
special qualities that they have demonstrated in their positive 
interactions with the rest of the school community. For exam-
ple, Zaki Ousmand, the School Captain, is a considerate and 
respectful student. He is kind and compassionate towards his 

teachers and fellow students. For the first time at HBHS, we 
have a School Captain who can sing, dance and play musical 
instruments as well as chairing a formal school assembly. Ibra-
him Taha, the Vice School Captain, is friendly, ever joyful and 

a confident communicator. He is a hardworking student whom 
all students can turn to if they want some study tips. Levi Ander-
son-Foster, the Senior Prefect, is creative and a motivator of the 
Prefect team. He has broad shoulders that all students can cry 

on when they need a friend.

T he other Prefect team members who are just as wonder-
ful are: Wilfred Knight, if HBHS is Camelot, then Wilfred, 
would be the perfect Knight of Camelot. He possesses 
a strong knightly sense of duty and morality. He is emo-
tionally resilient and chivalrous in all his dealings with his 

teachers and fellow students. Peter Koungoulos and Ruben 
James are courageous like lions. They are great communica-
tors yet at the same time, they have the wonderful ability to 
listen. Jeff Chen is a logical person who always sees the silver 

lining in every dark cloud. Nicholas Ngo has a strong will to 
succeed in all areas of his schooling career but at the same 

time, he leads a balanced life.  Matthew Wong is the problem 
solver of the Prefect team as he practised the ancient Chinese 
energy of Ying and Yang. Lincoln Dale’s strength is his ability to 
work productively in a team as he is also a great communica-
tor. Denis Mulya is wise and knowledgeable as he knows that 

teamwork is the best way for the Prefect team to work together 
to achieve their goals. Ryan Wu’s and Mohamed Farroukh’s 
positive energy will always bring a smile to those who have 
the pleasure of being in their company. Mohamed Elakras’ 
endurance and stamina will bring success to all the prefects 

endeavours and work for HBHS. The Prefects and HBHS are very 
fortunate to have Subbiah Surendran, Jayanth Kumaralingam 
and Srihari Nair on their team because all teamwork requires 
logical, quick thinkers, analytical and problem solvers in order 
to succeed. Kendyll Vati and Adam Yau, you keep the group 
dynamic and down to Earth with your modesty and honesty.

May your many initiatives in serving HBHS be fruit-
ful, successful and beneficial to yourself and the 
HBHS community. Congratulations to you all for 

being chosen as the Prefects of 2016-2017 at 
HBHS. 
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2016  SPORTs   Report

Homebush Boys High School continues its rich 
sporting tradition with notable individual and 
team achievements. The school prides itself 
on the sporting excellence of our students 
and the commitment of our staff towards 

the sporting program. 

Daniel Carrozza
Sport Coordinator

Junior and Senior Sportsmen of the year 
are two top individual awards and this year 
recipients are Abdulraman Kamara (Junior) 
and Tennessee Aiwekhoe (Senior). They are 
both extremely gifted athletes who have 
played grade sport both seasons and ex-
celled in Athletics. Abdulraman’s highlight 
was reaching the Regional carnival for Cross 
Country, whilst Tennessee made the CHS 
Rugby squad as a shadow player. Congrat-
ulations!!

There were numerous students who repre-
sented both Sydney North Region and North 
West Metropolitan Zone at various carnivals 
and championships. The standout students 
who made CHS are Jay Houhlias (Water 
Polo), Tennessee Aiwekhoe (Rugby- shadow 
player) and Ismail Hares (Football- shadow 
player). Special mention to James Wark of 
Year 7 who in his first year at high school 
qualified for the CHS carnival in Shot Put. 
Well done to all those boys on their repre-
sentative achievements.  qualified for the 
CHS carnival in Shot Put. Well done to all 
those boys on their representative achieve-
ments.

In 2016 Homebush placed 4th in the over-
all champion school for the North West 
Metropolitan Zone. We won 4 Grade Sport 
Summer Grand Finals (Junior A OzTag, 2nd 
Grade Volleyball, 1st Grade Waterpolo and 
15s Volleyball) and 4 Winter Grade Sport 
Grand Finals (15B Football, 15C Football, 2nd 
Grade Table Tennis and 2nd Grade Badmin-
ton). A big thank you to all staff members 
who have taken grade sport this year. With-
out your commitment and hard work, sport 
here at Homebush will not be as successful 
as it is. Your efforts are greatly appreciated 
by the whole school community.  

Our knockout teams were unable to follow 
in the footsteps of previous years and only 
were able to make it to the early rounds. 
However, I am still proud of the efforts all the 
boys put into these competitions and look 
forward to participating in them next year. 
One team which was able to do well was 
the U14 Rugby League team. They qualified 
for the Regional tournament of the Rugby 
League State Cup and finished an impres-
sive 4th. These boys represented Homebush 
with great enthusiasm and upheld the core 
values taught here at HBHS. Special thank 
you to Mr Khurshed and Mr Spotswood for 
the effort they put into preparing these boys.  
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2016  SPORTs   Report

The annual carnivals were once again a major part 
of the school sporting calendar. There were many 
strong performances which lead to a good number 
of students qualifying for the zone carnival. Looking 
forward to next year I hope to see more boys com-
peting at these carnivals and continue to build on the 
culture here at Homebush. To the carnival managers, 
Jon Sculthorpe and Geoff Spotswood (Cross Country), 
Annabel Chapman and Sharon Cuneen (Swimming) 
and Brett Wilson and Peter Azar (Athletics) thank you 
for your invaluable contribution to school sporting 
carnivals.

House sport continues to be an important part of 
the sport program as students are able to improve 
on their skill and fitness levels. I thank all house sport 
teachers for their continued efforts in providing oppor-
tunities for our boys to develop their physical, social 
and emotional health.  Homebush has linked up with 
the Australian Youth Football Institute and started a 
football program for the first time here in 2016. These 
boys have greatly contributed to the sporting pro-
gram with many not only excelling in Football but in 
various sports, in particular Athletics. This is an exciting 
initiative and I look forward to the next few years to 
see how this gifted and talented program can con-
tinue to contribute the success of sport here at HBHS. 

Finally I would like to thank the Senior Executive, the 
SASS staff in particular Denis Fisicaro for all her efforts 
with organising the sport rolls and Pamela Vine for the 
collation of school carnival results, thank you all for 
your tireless work. Special thank you to our Principal Mr 
John Kennedy for his continued support of the sport-
ing program and his commitment to attending grade 
and house sport games on Wednesday afternoons. 
Without the continued support from all staff members I 
could not fulfil my role as sports organiser. I look for-
ward to another successful sporting year in 2017.



Swimming
Carnival

Our annual 
Swimming Carnival 

was held on the 19th of 
February at the Swimming 
Olympic Park Centre used 

for the 2000 Olympics. The 
grandstand was full of eager 
boys ready to swim or cheer 

on the mates. House col-
ours 

were worn proudly 
and everyone 

who par ticipated put in a 
great effor t. The usual 
suspects continued to 
impress in the pool 

whilst year 7’s 
thoroughly enjoyed their 

first high school
 carnival.



Following boys per-
formed strongly on the 

day and qualified for the 
Zone Swimming Carnival: Liam 
Murray, Mohammed Elakhras, 

John Vuong, 
Joshua Chong, Amir Sari, 

Adam Manna, Jay Houhlias, 
Vincent Nguyen and Jer-

rong Ung. 

Special mention to 
Liam Murray, 

Mohammed Elakhras and 
Amir Sari who who competed 

at the Regional Swimming Carni-
val. Congratulations to all of you 
for your effor t and commit-
ment in representing Home-

bush Boys at various 
levels.

Congratulations 
to Vaughan House who 

were the eventual winners and 
to the following boys who were 

age champions:
12 Yrs Joshua Chong
13 Yrs Loklan Duong
14 Yrs Adam Manna
15 Yrs Daniel Yoo

16 Yrs Liam Murray
17+ Yrs Mohammed 

Elakhras



The stands of the Sydney
Olympic park athletics 

centre were once again 
filled with eager students 

and competitors itching to 
see who the fastest in 
their year group was. 

The day began with hurdles 
which never fails to entertain 

the crowd, and

throughout the day track 
and field events continued.

All students once again had 
the opportunity to use state 

of the art facilities on the 
track used by Olympians 

during the Sydney Olympics. 
The tradition of a year 12 
dress up saw the arrival of

Athletics
Carnival



a few animal onesies, a few 
people even claimed to 
have seen the Flash and 

an army of Spartan soldiers 
arrived and demonstrated 

how to throw a javelin.
By the end of the day we 

had seen photo finishes, tie 
breaking jumps and throws 

which were so close winners. 

AGE CHAMPIONS
12 Yrs Danny Bholm
13 Yrs James Wark

14 Yrs Min Huh
15 Yrs Korhan Sozen

16 Yrs Lachlan Beattie
17 Yrs Cory -Jnr Sharma

HOUSE CHAMPIONS
1. Vaughan   2. Howe
3. Hayes   4. Greening
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CROSS COUNTRY 2016
By Mr. Geoff Spotswood

  School Carnival  This annual event was held on 1 April at Airey Park, Homebush 
on a glorious Sydney Autumn day.

This inaugural event 
pitted the best cross 
country athletes in the 
school in one event. 
The race was staged 

at Mason and Olympic Parks on 
5 May again in superb weather. It 
provided an opportunity for boys 
to race in preparation for the Zone 
Cross Country.

Special thanks to Year 10 
boys who volunteered to 
act as course officials.

 Competitors  ranged from years 7-12 
with all Year 7 competing and students 

from Years 8 to 12 nominating to run or 
qualifying as a result of their 1.6 km time tri-
als recorded in PDHPE lessons. 

Over 300 students participated with 
the top ten in each age group qualifying to 
for the Champion of Champions race.  Prin-
cipal, John Kennedy proudly walked the new 
course with his students.

‘Bushie Boys’ pride themselves as being in-
clusive and looking after their mates and this 
was demonstrated on the day as the boys 
competed wholeheartedly cheered on by fel-
low students, teachers and parents.

Champion of Champions 
Cross Country

Results

Place Name Age
1st    Abdul Raman Kamara 15 Years
1st    Cory Sharma-Constance 17 Years
3rd    Jake Harley 17 Years
4th    Nicholas Knezevic 17 Years
5th    Patrick Anderson 15 Years
6th    Massimo Mascarello 17 Years
7th    Lachlan Beattie 16 Years
8th    Jerrong Ung 15 Years
9th    Sean Allan 14 Years

10th    Ben Joregensen 14 Years
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Cory, Jake, Nicholas and Mas-
simo also qualified for the team 
event as a result of their solid 
zone finishing positions.

Cory performed outstandingly 
finishing 3rd with Jake Harley 
and Nicholas Knezevic finishing 

Congratulations to Bakis Redzeposki in Year 11 
who attended the Australian National Judo 
Championships in Melbourne recently. It seems 

his persistent and hard Judo training finally paid off.

Bakis won GOLD at the Australian National Cham-
pionships in Melbourne on the weekend.  He won 
Gold in the under 81 kilo under 18 years Cadet 

Division. He is now ranking number 1 in Australia. He 
also won Bronze in the under 21 year division and 
Bronze in the open age division. He was on fire. Bakis’ 
dream is to go to the next Olympics in 2020 TOKYO.

Go Bakis! Bushy Boys are cheering for you!

 in top 15 places.

ResultsHomebush finished a cred-
itable 5th in the strong 
North West Zone Cross 

Country Carnival.

Zone Cross Country

Marvellous achievement

The team from 12 to 18 years 
competed in great weather at 
Macquarie University on 20 May.   

Abdul Raman Kamara has been 
outstanding in winning at school, 
Champion of Champions and 
Zone.  

Best performed competitors 
were:

KAbdul Raman Kamara – 15 
Years and Khaled Bakka 
16 Years, Cory Sharma-

Constance, Jake Harley, Nicho-
las Knezevic, and Massimo Mas-
carello qualified for the regional 
carnival.

Regional Cross Country

Place Name Age
1st    Abdul Raman Kamara 15 Years
2nd    Cory Sharma-Constance 17 Years
4th    Khaled Bakka 16 Years
7th    Dylan Chau 13 Years
8th    Sean Allen 14 Years
9th    Jake Harley 17 Years

10th    Dylan Safa 12 Years
10th    Nicholas Knezevic 17 Years
11th    Massimo Mascarello 17 Years
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Starting off the season 
with a whole new team 
and a new coach, we 
didn’t know what to 
expect. We had a few 

younger boys playing in the first 
grade basketball team. Many 
people didn’t really know each 
other in the beginning.Start-
ing off the season with a narrow 
victory against Ashfield, it was 
a great start and as the season 
went on, the whole team started 
to build closer relationships with 
each other and trusted each other 
more. We finished the 1st half of 
the season with a record of 3 wins 
and 3 losses. All the boys helped 
each other and picked each other 
up when they felt down and lifted 
their spirits up, doing what true 
bushy boys do best. Our coach, Mr 
Thomas always encouraged us to 
do well and always kept a positive 
attitude which helped us in close 
games.  

It was a rough end to 2015, 
losing the last two games put-
ting us at 5 wins and 6 losses, 
making us have to win the 
final game next year to ad-

vance to the semi-finals. The end 
of the year also saw three of our 
teammates leave to other schools, 
cutting us to 8 players.  Starting 
2016, a must win vs Normanhurst. 
Unfortunately our coach could 
not make the game. However we 
all had the desire and fire in our 
eyes, we were determined to win 
and not go down without a fight. 
Everybody was focused and knew 
what they had to do and with 
strong hearts and strong and great 
will, we defeated Normanhurst ad-
vancing to the semi-finals.  Going 
into the semi-finals, we were play-
ing the team who went undefeat-
ed through the season, Epping.

We matched it with them through 
the game, fighting to earn a spot in 
the final. Unfortunately Epping ran 
away with the game in the end and 
we were eliminated.  Overall it was 
an up and down season, there were 
some great moments and there 
were moments where we thought 
it was over. However we stuck 
together as a team, as true bushy 
boys and with great lead from our 
coach, played some great basket-
ball and enjoyed the time together 
that we spent.  

As a team, we have accomplished 
so much. We learnt a lot from each 
other and every game we played, 
we went out there and played our 
hearts out, like true bushy boys. 
We showed respect throughout 
the season not causing any drama. 
Thank you to Mr Thomas for coach-
ing us through the season, an awe-
some coach with a great feeling for 
basketball and his team. Our team 
bonded closely and we felt like a 
family, a family with great hearts 
and care for each other.

1st Grade Basketball

2nd Grade Basketball
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2nd Grade Water Polo

The first grade volleyball team  
(Captained by Toee Naing) 
had a tough season. They 

had a tough competition. Despite 
their endless effort through late af-
ternoon training sessions and the 
hardwork they put in, they did not 
make it to the Semi finals.  I would 
like tot hank the team members for 
their dedication.  The second grade 
team (Captained by Arun Thegara-
jan)did exceptionally well, as they 
won the grand final! The team 
members were all highly commit-
ted throughout the season with 
their skills and their endless hard-
work. Congratulations to the great 
volleyballers on their fantastic win.
Written by Mrs Kamil and Mrs Fat-
touh

Our first grade water polo team 
had a challenging season 
after losing many experi-

enced water polo teams from year 12 
last year. The team had a number of 
new recruits coming up from second 
grade and they did a great job and 
displayed greatly improved skills. Our 
captain Jay Houhlias led by example 
every week and Zac Foster and Mark 
Dowling took his lead and really 
stepped up as well. By the end of the 
season the team had really grown 
together and made the grandfinal 
against Randwick who had more club 
players in their team. It was a tight 
game and after extra time we had a 
6 all draw so we were joint premiers. 
Congratulations on a good season. 
The team: Jay Houhlias, Zac Foster, 
Mohammad Elakhras, Ananth Ku-
maralingam, Vincent Nguyen, Yakub 
tanrisever, Mark Dowling, Jeremy 
Sum, Andrew Lai and Chad Kim.

The opens volleyballers had a mixed season 
in the 2015-2016 summer round. It was 

a hard season but the boys consistently played 
their best.

1st Grade Volleyball



Summer Sport Teams 2016 1st Grade Cricket

1st Grade Tennis 1st Grade Volleyball

2nd Grade Basketball 2nd Grade Cricket

2nd Grade Tennis 2nd Grade Volleyball

SUMMER  
    Sport



14s Basketball 14s Cricket

14s Tennis 14s Volleyball

14s Water Polo 15s Basketball

15s Cricket 15s Tennis



15s Volleyball 15s Water Polo

Junior A Futsal Junior A OzTag

Junior B Futsal Junior B OzTag

Junior Baseball Senior A Futsal



14s Basketball Senior B OzTag.JPG

Senior Baseball.JPG Winter Sport Teams 2016

1st Grade Badminton 1st Grade Football

2nd Grade Badminton 2nd Grade Football

WINTER  
    Sport



3rd Grade Football 5th Grade Football

6th Grade Football 13A Football.JPG

13B Football 13C Football

13s Rugby 14A Football



14B Football 14s Rugby

15A Football 15B Football

15C Football 15s Tennis

IMG_0044 Junior A Hockey
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Winter sport 
report start 
here.

It was a rough end to 2015, 
losing the last two games put-
ting us at 5 wins and 6 losses, 
making us have to win the 
final game next year to ad-

vance to the semi-finals. The end 
of the year also saw three of our 
teammates leave to other schools, 
cutting us to 8 players.  Starting 
2016, a must win vs Normanhurst. 
Unfortunately our coach could 
not make the game. However we 
all had the desire and fire in our 
eyes, we were determined to win 
and not go down without a fight. 
Everybody was focused and knew 
what they had to do and with 
strong hearts and strong and great 
will, we defeated Normanhurst ad-
vancing to the semi-finals.  Going 
into the semi-finals, we were play-
ing the team who went undefeat-
ed through the season, Epping.

We matched it with them through 
the game, fighting to earn a spot in 
the final. Unfortunately Epping ran 
away with the game in the end and 
we were eliminated.  Overall it was 
an up and down season, there were 
some great moments and there 
were moments where we thought 
it was over. However we stuck 
together as a team, as true bushy 
boys and with great lead from our 
coach, played some great basket-
ball and enjoyed the time together 
that we spent.  

As a team, we have accomplished 
so much. We learnt a lot from each 
other and every game we played, 
we went out there and played our 
hearts out, like true bushy boys. 
We showed respect throughout 
the season not causing any drama. 
Thank you to Mr Thomas for coach-
ing us through the season, an awe-
some coach with a great feeling for 
basketball and his team. Our team 
bonded closely and we felt like a 
family, a family with great hearts 
and care for each other.

1st Grade Basketball

2nd Grade Basketball
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2nd Grade Water Polo

The first grade volleyball team  
(Captained by Toee Naing) 
had a tough season. They 

had a tough competition. Despite 
their endless effort through late af-
ternoon training sessions and the 
hardwork they put in, they did not 
make it to the Semi finals.  I would 
like tot hank the team members for 
their dedication.  The second grade 
team (Captained by Arun Thegara-
jan)did exceptionally well, as they 
won the grand final! The team 
members were all highly commit-
ted throughout the season with 
their skills and their endless hard-
work. Congratulations to the great 
volleyballers on their fantastic win.
Written by Mrs Kamil and Mrs Fat-
touh

Our first grade water polo team 
had a challenging season 
after losing many experi-

enced water polo teams from year 12 
last year. The team had a number of 
new recruits coming up from second 
grade and they did a great job and 
displayed greatly improved skills. Our 
captain Jay Houhlias led by example 
every week and Zac Foster and Mark 
Dowling took his lead and really 
stepped up as well. By the end of the 
season the team had really grown 
together and made the grandfinal 
against Randwick who had more club 
players in their team. It was a tight 
game and after extra time we had a 
6 all draw so we were joint premiers. 
Congratulations on a good season. 
The team: Jay Houhlias, Zac Foster, 
Mohammad Elakhras, Ananth Ku-
maralingam, Vincent Nguyen, Yakub 
tanrisever, Mark Dowling, Jeremy 
Sum, Andrew Lai and Chad Kim.

The opens volleyballers had a mixed season 
in the 2015-2016 summer round. It was 

a hard season but the boys consistently played 
their best.

1st Grade Vol-

1st Grade Volleyball
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It promised of things to come 
and, on so many levels, you 
have not disappointed in the 
way you have all sustained 
that enthusiasm.

As I look around the hall, I’m 
amazed at the changes I have seen 
in so many of you over the last 
few years in terms of maturity. 
You have indeed become young 
men. The progress I’ve seen aca-
demically, through looking at your 
reports over the last few years, 
is also testament to this growing 
maturity.   On a personal note, I’d 
like to say thank you to the many 
parents I’ve had dealings with over 
the last few years. My job as a year 
Adviser – in fact the jobs of all 
teachers - has been made easier 
thanks to the interest and involve-
ment of parents. Boys – never lose 
sight of the effort and sacrifice 
your parents have made in getting 
you through to this stage of your 
lives. Never underestimate the 
love and support they have given 
you. As you leave school, you all 
have hopes for the future. Goals,

dreams, things you’d like to do, 
things you’d like to achieve. As a 
school, as people who’ve tried to 
guide and nurture you over the last 
six years, our hopes also go with 
you. What are our hopes for you? 
WE HOPE that we have set you on 
the path to adulthood with a sense 
of honour and decency. That you 
know how to act, that you know 
when to do things and, some-
times more importantly, when not 
to do things. WE HOPE that we 
have given you a sense of justice 
and fair play.  WE HOPE that we 
have helped teach you tolerance 
for others and for their differ-
ences. The ability to accept others 
no matter what their faith, creed, 
background, personality or inter-
ests. WE HOPE that the desire to 
treat others fairly and with dignity 
is fundamental to your make up – 
that you will truly treat others as 
you would like to be treated. WE 
HOPE that you have the ability to 
look at your own faults and short-
comings, before you look at the 
faults and shortcomings of others 
that you analyse before you criti-

YEAR 12 Adviser Report  By Mr Paul Koff

Distinguished Guests, Teachers, Parents and Boys,   It is indeed hard to believe that the fresh faced group of 
boys who began in 2011 are now the graduating HSC class of 2016. I still remember visiting many of your 

Primary Schools in 2010 and being struck by the wide eyed enthusiasm with which I was met.

WE HOPE that you have the ca-
pacity to see when something is 
wrong and the courage to do some-
thing about it.  WE HOPE that you 
have the courage and resolve to 
stand up for those who have been 
victimised or mistreated, as well as 
the ability to acknowledge when 
you have been guilty of mistreat-
ing others. We hope that you have 
the quality of forgiveness, that if 
a mistake is made or you feel ag-
grieved, you have the capacity to 
resolve your problems maturely 
and move on as an adult. We hope 
that, whatever level of success 
you achieve, in the coming HSC 
and beyond, you can enjoy life, 
be happy and be content in the 
knowledge that you have given of 
your best.  IN SHORT, gentlemen, 
we hope that you, the graduating 
class of 2016, leave H.B.H.S as so 
many before you have done – as 
proud old boys who will take their 
place in society as real men: with 
an educated, informed maturity; 
tolerance towards all; and a will-
ingness to contribute in a real way 
to the world around you.
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Nobit et optat quid 
molor adit aut ad uta 
dolorepti

experience what she is like first hand. It 
is meant to be, so you agonise over the 
proposal. You work hours and hours to 
work for that one ring. Worry floods your 
mind. You only get one shot, and you 
can’t screw it up. What will you say to 
her? You set a deadline to ask the ques-
tion. Is the ring enough? Am I dressed 
well enough? How’s my breath? Am I 
good enough? And then it is done. You’ve 
submitted your proposal, and there is no 
going back. All for now, is patience. She 
looks at you, and she says, “Hmmm. Let 
me get back to you after a few months.”  
And thats how applying for University 
works. 

In the end, she’ll probably end up saying 
no, but little does she know that you’ve 
proposed to several other back-ups in 
case she rejected you.  Some of us have 
already gone through this, and the HSC 
examinations are still yet to come. All 
of us are here graduating, and the HSC 
examinations are still yet to come. Ain’t 
that a kick in the head.  And you know 
what, you can sit there complaining 
about the hole in our boat, or take the 
advice from my morning speech and 
keep doing what we’ve already done 
to get us where we are today.  “What 
lies behind us, and what lies before us, 
are tiny matters compared to what lies 
within us.”   “The people I look up to; the 
people I admire; the people I revere, are 
humble, are kind, are compassionate, 
are sincere. We shall take our education, 
take our dreams, and take our life, and go 
out there - but most importantly, share 
the kindness. That Bushy Boys spirit we 
learned while at Homebush Boys High 
School. Think about it. The love; the 
bushy boy spirit, doesn't cost any money, 
and it doesn't take any effort. And the 
most amazing part: the more you give, 
the more you get; and the more you give, 
the more you have; and you can never 
ever run out. So as we go out there and 
pursue our dreams and strive for ex-
cellence, let us remember that simple, 
simple value.”  This is what we will look 
back at in the future; reminiscing on all 
of the wonderful and ridiculous things 
we’ve had to do while in high-school. 
Before you leave, thank your teachers. 
Congratulate each other, as the 2016 
class of Homebush Boys High School!

he definitely wants it. Today is the day 
we find out. Good luck to both of you! 
More-so to you Puneeth, if you win. 
He’ll be after you.  [This year has been 
tough, even more than we’d expected. 
We’ve gained so much, and lost so much. 
Although Adam wouldn’t have graduated 
with us today, he is with so many of us in 
spirit. R.I.P Leezee.]

In discussing my speech with the won-
derful Ms De Michiel, I was told to 
provide anecdotes to add intimacy, and 
provide humour. Her methods of humour 
I may question however, and certainly 
need to bring up, as she said that I may 
like to “roast” a few people. That’s right, 
roasting as in subjecting someone to 
good-natured jokes at their expense, 
intended to amuse the crowd! All I have 
to say to that is that’s a bit dangerous 
Miss, be careful, I don’t want to get 
the police involved. Because that’s just 
unbelievable. Unbelievable.  There’s my 
roast for the morning.   Finally, in our 
little high school journey, came Year 12. 
Every moment, counting down to where 
we are now. This term started with us 
celebrating our very last, first day of term 
as though we were finishing already!   
With Year 12, came alien experiences like 
waiting for the HSC to come and go, and 
having it darkened with Elaro’s looming 
count down to the English HSC exam. 
But most of all, is the consideration of 
where we go after school.  A process 
best described by marriage. Bear with 
me.  Year 7: imagine you’re a single guy. 
You’ve never really thought about it, 
you just knew it would probably come 
eventually. Years have passed, and you’ve 
been fine tuning yourself to seem most 
attractive to whomever you find in the 
future. Here, that pretty much means 
making gains at the gym bruh. Time 
passes and you meet many people. Some 
too nerdy. Some who party too much. 
The time comes where you think you’ve 
found the perfect one. Boy, she’s incredi-
ble. She’s smart. She’s independent. She’s 
fun. She’s pretty hot too. Score! With 
your glowing grace and charms, and mas-
sive biceps bro, you’ve managed to take 
her out for a date. You get to really

YEAR 12 Graduation Speech  
                                 By Dominic Yates, School Captain

Thank you and welcome to all digni-
fied guests.
 
I’m horrible at writing speeches. The 
best thing about being captain was 
that I mostly made up what I said, and 
I got away with everyone knowing 
that: “He probably just improvised.” 
Having to prepare a speech, has been 
something I’ve been working on for at 
least a month now.  I started know-
ing that, thank god for control-c and 
control-v. I’ve had Captains before 
me with great speeches!   So, I cast 
my mind back to the speeches of 
my predecessors. It has helped me 
enormously in writing my graduation 
speech, for it turns out that I can not 
remember a single word they saiguess 
I’m on my own.  Before I begin, I’d like 
to make sure that I say thank you to 
everyone who has helped me reach 
where I am. With this opportunity to 
speak, as the representative that I am, 
in front of everyone. This, I plan, to 
take full advantage of.  So here we are 
boys. 6 years of higher education - 13 
years   of schooling. Hell, we made it!  
To think Year 7 was 6 years ago. That’s 
when I really begin to realise how far 
we have come.   

We’ve gone far and beyond. Far from 
petty handball arguments, or laugh-
able group exclusions; and beyond so 
many goals and expectations, towards 
our dreams.   Take Adam Yoon for 
example, he was planning A through to 
Z on how to get into studying interna-
tional law in University. Adam is one 
of my oldest friends, from day 1 of 7A 
brother, and so I am very proud to say 
that despite his precautions, he has 
been accepted into his “Plan A”, Global 
Leaders Scholarship at Macquarie Uni-
versity! Well done, Adam! All the best.  
And then there’s the competitiveness 
for the DUX award this year, with an 
intensity that multiplied threefold. 
Puneeth - in a good way, there’s no 
surprise you’re up there, bud. Al-
though, we’re not all ‘Puneeth’ you; 
enter dark horse, Oscar. Knowing how 
often he talks about it, Puneeth, I’d say
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Rana Nabeel

Sari Amir

Sumadiredja Alvin

Tran William

Webbey M

Park Jihoon

Rezania Edwin

Sayadi Rabi

Suwal Benit

Trivedi Anshul

Weng Caihang

Paterson Adam

Rinakama Ratu C

Sharma Aryan

Tang Steven

Vati Cooper R

Whang Sang M

Pei Kevin

Romeo Andrew

Siden Joshua

Tatlielma Eren

Vlahos Jordan

Wilhelmi Ty

Phan Ryan Quang

Safwan Ali

Sirkeci Tolga

Tok Eray

Vu Anthony

Wilson Cooper

Ng Stanley Nieser Thomas Nobile Eric Obeid Noah Oh James In Omar HassanNarayana Sanjay



Zreika Nazim
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Yi Jeremy Min H Yoon Isaac Younis Musa Zhang Victor Zod Abdurahman Zreika Mohamed



Year 7

Ayoub Simon

Chan Jayden

Choi Min

De Araujo Kylan

Eskin Baris

Fusi Kapeliele

Bardouh Zane

Chaplin Joshua

Chong Joshua

Devaraj Jonathan

Farooqi Ibrahim

Galassi Christian

Bhaskar Rohith

Charoensri Titus

Chong Patrick

Dhawan Pranay

Fayad Emad

Gibbs Jack

Bholm Danny W

Chattha Amrinder

Chowdhury 

Doureihi Musab

Ferdouse Ashfeen

Gundoganli Emre

Burca Kevin

Chaturvedi P

Chua Dave

Elgun Taylan

Fernandez Hugo

Gurung Pratik

Casey Ben

Chauhan Sahil

Cirikiyasawa B

Elilvathanan S

Fernando Jethro

Habib Bader

Chami Adam

Cheng Merton

Cooney Jackson

Ersan Serhan

Fung Tin Lok

Han Jonathan S

Abdul Azis Arzaqy Ahn Jeongchan Aitaider Younes Alagendran A Ali Danial Arabi Jallad MAaron Daniel



Harley Matthew

Jang Woojae

Kadamani David

Khan Jawad

Kotapu Tarique T

Lee Daniel

Mali Rakshil

Jeon Hyeontae

Kaletsis Paul

Khan Sayeed Ali

Kugathasan G

Lee Seokhee

Malla Arnab

Jeon Jongin

Kang Minje

Khansa Jad

Kumaralingam K

Lehmann Sol

Meaker James

Jethaliya Sid-

Kaushik Lakshaya

Khatri Ronit

Kwon Philemon

Lim Donyoung

Modafferi Biagio

Jeyendran Ka-

Kc Prashanna

Khatri Saugat

Kwon Titus

Lin James

Mojaddedi A

Jing Mingyuan

Keaney Jack B

Kim Younwoo

Lam Justin

Linker Waing

Mun Angelo

Johnpillai 

Khalil Mahdi

Kordy Ari

Lazzaro Joshua

Livingston S

Mustafa M

Hasna Solomon Ho Minh Nguyen Hua Stephen Huang Benjamin Issa Issa Jackson Matthew



Year 7

Pak Eugene Jun

Poon Nathan

Rong Si Kun

Saraswat Anant

Shim Daehwan

Sundaramurthy S

Park Se Jin

Pradeepan Vigesh

Ruka Jezdacus

Sareen Nitish

Simon Leo

Sunoj Felix

Pendyala S

Prasher Krish

Saad Thomas

Seo Jae Won

Singh H

Tabbah Jihad

Pene Pres

Raad Karim

Sabha Laithe

Sethi Krish

Singh Ishaan

Tabbah Tarek

Peng SiJie

Ramlawie Sajed

Saeed Zain

Shah Rachit

Singh M

Taufa Samiuela

Pich David

Rashid Saboor

Safa Dylan

Shand Yusuf

Sivagnanasundaram

Thai Vo Luan

Pokhrel Sarvesh

Rav Udit

Sankar Revan

Shen William

Sun Scott

Thayaparan Y

Ng Hugo Chak Obeid Isaac Oberoi Gurkirat S Oh Jungbin Pachos Ayden Pagadala NikhithNeshabalan T
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Tran Nathan

Wang Enze

Wu Kaijian

Zreik Noah

Wang Michael

Xiong Evan

Zreika Adam

Wark James

Yadagiri Vishal

Wazir Farouk

Yadav Siddharth

Wilcox Stephen

Zheng Bryan

Wong Edmund

Zhu Yuchen

Piture no.1

Zod Mohamad

Valenzuela N Vijayathas V Piture no.1 Vinayagamoor- Vula Isikeli Wagley Raunak
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